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‘k Prakdsh, of the 26th February, says that many "Sin, = 

Tan Rungpore °° are of opinion that Russia is rapidly advancing _ Feb. 26th: 1896. 
Rassis, England and India. towards India, and that the Government 
1d be very cautious. Russia has an eye on India, and the English 
+ ment is doing its best to estrange the feelings of Native princes, 
gee seal to reduce the armies of these princes seems to be a very un- 
= os e one. If the princes intend to stand against the English, reduction 
reasonab's Tes will be of no avail. They will still be able to help Russia. 
: ; f they desired to stand by the English woen the Russians invade India, 
| vot ‘3 no necessity for such a step. There are no good grounds to 
ose that the princes will stand against the English. The Arms Act is a 
sult of no use if the natives are loyal ; it is also of no use if they are not 
* .), It will not help the English. The exclusion of natives from volunteer 
cores ‘sa matter much to be regretted. But the matter that is to be most 
regretted is that in spite of the Queen’s Proclamation a great distinction 1s 
made between natives and Europeans. In case of a Russian invasion the 
English should not entirely depend upon a few lakhs of European soldiers, 
hut should depend more upon the loyalty of the natives than upon anything 

_ 9, The Prajd Bandhu, of the 27th February, infers from the  Passssaxony, 


statements made by General Soboleff that ">? 1%. 
Rosie and Bagien®. the civilized world is perfectly aware of the 
oppressions practised by the English in India, and that it has come to know 
that the English extort every farthing from the people. The people have to 
pay the Home charges, they have to pay Huropean officers on an un- 
precedentedly high scale, and they have to take worthless things in 
exchange for food-grains. What is the Government doing for relieving the 
distress in Beerbhoom? It spends very nearly the entire revenue for the 
benefit of Europeans, but when there is distress in the country they appeal to 
wealthy natives for help. The writer thinks that General Soboleff is wrong 
when he says that people will desert the English as soon as the Russians pro- 
claim the independence of India. The people are loyal. “With all their faults 
the English are liked by the people. All that they want is that the English 
should at this time send some rulers as good as Lord Ripon. | 
3. The Prattkdr, of the 27th February, says that the Russians are = Paarreas, 
iicten onion determined to advance up to the frontiers of "27 1%. 


India. But the English have made a treaty 
with the Amir, and will protect him from foreign invasions. It was at an 


evil moment that the Government entered into this engagement. It has 
landed the Government in a difficuity. The writer thought that the English 
Government had come to an arrangement with Russia on the subject of the 
boundaries before they sent out the Commission. But now it appears that 
nothing of the kind was done. The Commission waits for the arrival of 
the Russians, and the Russians do not come. It cannot determine the 
boundaries itself, for then the Russians will not respect them. It cannot 


come back, for then it will lower the Government in the estimation of the 
people of Asia. T 


he Government has of its own accord placed itself 
7 ween the horns of a dilemma ny mending out the Commission without 
ming to an understanding with the Russians. 


at th Russia knocks at the western gate of India, and France knocks 
+, eastern. Never was the Government of India reduced to a more 
pitiable plight t 


| han at the present moment. But it is a matter of great 
Satisfaction to have a ruler like Lord Dufferin at such a crisis. ' 


vue same paper says that the great powers of Europe want to see 
The Soudan war, England involved in a great and hazardous 
eaterprize in order that they may avail them- 


EpucaTion GaZ&?Ts, 
Feb. 27th, 1885. 


SaHacHaR, 
Feb. 27th, 1885. 


GraMVARTA 
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ANaNva Bazar 
PatTRixka, 
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selves of the opportunity to compass their own ends. No sooner ig 
involred in the affairs of Egypt than Germany brings forward } 
of colonisation, Russia pushes on her outposts to the ye 
Herat and France takes up the cause of Theebaw. Whatever 
difficulties of England in other parts of the world, the 
India should be complete. No arms and ammunitions are necessary f, 
the defence of India. If the people are contented, the English car ve 
well pooh-pooh the idea of a foreing invasion. Will the English ever tak, 
this advise and try to make the people happy ? 

5. The Zducation Gazette, of the 27th February, says tha th 

Mahdi is very powerful, and very pop hot 

ee the Soudan. He never feels the want f 

arms and ammunition. The ultimate euccess of the English in this war 

is sure. But that success is to be very dearly bought. There ig no 

knowing what it will cost in men and money. The writer does not under. 

stand what would be the gain of the English if they succeed, except that 
they would wreak their vengeance on the Madh. 

6. The Sahachar, of the 27th February, says that from the mov. 
ments of Russia it appears that she eagerl 
covets Herat. Russian politics is becoming 
incomprehensible. Under these circumstances, the Amir should not sit silent 
The English Government should not directly interfere in the matter, but 
should give such instructions to the Amir as are necessary. 

7. The Grdmvdrid Prakdshikd, of the 28th February, says that 
the Mahdi should be severely punished for what 
he has done. The English should avenge 
themselves upon him. But the writer does not think that in order to 
wreak vengeance on the Mahdi, much blood should be shed. 

8. The Samaya, of the 2nd March, hears that the Amir of Cabul 

is anxious to visit India. The writer does 
Cate reception of the Amir of not understand why he should be anxious all 
of a sudden to leave Cabul and to come 

to India. 

9. The same paper says that there is no difficulty in declaring the 

Tie Wehat Mahdi as the Ruler of the Soudan. The Madhi 
cannot be considered either as wicked or a 
cruel. He is trying to liberate his countrymen from the Turkish and the 
Kgyptian yoke. ‘The people of the Soudan are devotedly attached to hm. 
There is nothing to gain by fighting with the Mahdi, England will shov 
her magnanimity if she makes the Madhi King of the Soudan. Bi 
if she crushes the Mahdi, and places the country again under the 
meres rule, she will lose her high position in the estimation of tte 
world. 


10. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 2nd March, wae nee 

3 Russians can occupy Herat on the pre 
Pnere OnE Ania, that the Ress of that country would 
have Russian rule, neither the British Government nor any other European 
power will probably find it possible to object to their course. As gicoilat 
pretexts, or when these failed, a plea of spreading civilization bad been 
always put forth by Russia whenever she was bent upon making any 0” 
quests in Central Asia, the rumour that Russia was about to occupy 
Herat on some such plea was believed to be true by many persons. But 
now itis announced that the Heratees have decided to resist Russ 
advance. Russia will not probably occupy Herat now, but will station bet 
troops somewhere near it, from which place she can appeal to the 600" 
or fear of the Heratees. She will probably follow this course, bus sie 

may also, in consideration of changed circumstances, change ber ‘# 


England 
er scheme 
TY Sate of 
may be the 
defences of 


Bussija. 
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outest with the savage tribes of Central Asia that Russia 
Bt 19 n0 nee se on, but a ig the Afghans, supported with all 
9 seat of the powerful British Government. Russia has indeed at 
i sent moment certain considerations in her favour if she decides upon 
the ea Afchanistan. England, on the other hand, possesses certain 
ad ntages at present as regards the defence of that country. Russia can 
+ oe troops to Afghanistan far more easily than England, but, on the other 
aol the Amir of Cabulis now a friend of the English, and will probably 
be supported by them in resisting Russian invasion. England will more- 
over have this advantage that in case of a war between Afghanistan and 
Russia she may help the former with men and money and not directly 
engage in the fighting, thus keeping her own troops and resources 
-, reserve. Russia will thus have successively to fight with two 
powers—by no means an easy task. She may therefore think of establishing 
her ascendency in Afghanistan by means of some stratagem. Russians can 
weaken the British Government by doing two things, or at least one of 
them, namely, gaining over the Amir to their cause, and inciting the people of 
India against the British Government. They may or may not succeed in 
the first, but how will they succeed in the second, if the British Government 
but treats the people of India, who are its subjects, in a generous spirit ? 
It may again be that Russia is counting upon the possibility of England’s 
soon getting herself involved in a war with some European power, and 
upon the opportunity which will thus be afforded her of entering Afghanistan. 


ll. The same paper remarks that Mr. Gladstone may not after all 
be held responsible for the death of General 
Gordon in Khartoum, considering that Lord 
Beaconsfield was not under similar circumstances held responsible for the 
death of an English officer in Afghanistan. But the consideration 
that the cost of the Soudan war is to be borne by England, while that of 
the Afghan war was thrown upon India, may lead the English people to 
judge of Mr. Gladstone differently. It behoves both Liberals and Conser- 


vatives of England to sink their differences at this crisis, and labour in con- 
cert for the welfare of the British Empire. 


12. The Navavibhakdr, of the 2nd March, says that Mr. Gladstone 


atten inane is distinctly saying that he will allow. nobody 
| : to cross the Afghan frontier, and that he will 
do his best to fix the boundary of Afghanistan inclusive of Herat. The 


Russian Government has not refused to consent to this. It is natural that 
there should be some wrangling over the fixing of the boundary of a king- 
dom. The Russian member of the Delimitation Commission has gone to 
England to settle the dispute about the boundary. There is no reason for 80 
much anger with him. He has not agreed with the English Government on 
: one two points. He has referred the matter to his Government. The 
ispute will be soon settled. Both parties should show moderation. The 
common people in every country indulge in idle hostile talk. The common 
or of Russia are showing hostility to England as the common people 
ot Logland are showing hostility to Russia. But the Russian Government 


a given no proof of hostility, : 
. anicably As rt of hostility. The writer hopes that the boundary wil 


The Soudan war. 


13, The same paper says that the Viceroy and the Amir of Cabul 
Meeting between the Vicermy and Will meet at Rawulpindi to concert measures 


for removing the fear of Russian hostility. 


The writer says that Governm 

‘ont If this is done, 
=81a0 invasion will dimi 

ability of Lord Dufferin, 


ent should try to make the Amir still more 
Government will become stronger, and the fear of 


nish, The writer has confidence in the diplomatic 
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14. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 3rd February, 
narrow-minded Englishmen are writi 
articles in the columns of the Times and ‘he 
St. James’s Gazette, with a view to have the armies of native prin 
reduced, because they consider these armies to be a source of bettas 4 
English rule in India. They do not wish that there should be tle 
rinces in India, and so they are always bent upon finding fault with thin 
hey speak of the armies of these princes with a view to inspire the British 
public with fear. They do not for one moment consider that the eXistencg 
of native princes is a source of strength to England. They are doing g 
reat mischief by creating ill-feeling and want of confidence between the 
nglish rulers and the native princes at a time when harmony and o. 
operation are absolutely needed. These men are not the real friends but 
the real enemies of the English. Russia is anxious to take no 
sion of India. She is rapidly advancing towards it. She has the largest 
army in Europe, and her armies have received the best discipline. Unlesg 
the entire population of India co-operate heartily with England, it will be 
extremely difficult to stem the tide of Russian invasion. Government cap 
of course increase the number of native soldiers, but the raw levies will be 
no match for Russian troops. Under such circumstances the native princes 
will be the best allies of England, and their armies should be properly 
trained. If these princes stand by England, no power can ever think of 
entering India. The princesare loyal. They never wish ill of England, 
The Mogul Emperors placed their confidence in them. If the English 
repose the same confidence in them, they will find that the princes are not 
wanting in loyalty. 
15. Toe Surabhi, of the Srd March, says that the Amir will pay 
et cd bik ee a visit to the Viceroy in India in summer, | 
———— The writer says that it is true that it is the duty 
of England to help the Amir, but she should not engage in a war with Russia 
for his sake. The Viceroy should distinctly give the Amir to understand 
that though England is desirous of his friendship, she is not prepared to fight 
against Russia for his sake. Under these circumstances the Amir should 
b. allowed to act as he pleases. If the Amir enters into a friendship with 
Russia, England should not quarrel with him. It is immaterial to England 
whether Afghanistan is independent or under Russia. England should not 
quarrel with the Amir or with Russia for fear of the latter, 
16. The Prabhdit, of the 4th March, deprecates the idea of en 
dei, Wiens tesa couraging the Amir to provoke the Russians 
e Boundary Commission. for that will be interfering in other people 
quarrel. The English will not allow any other power to cule 
Afghanistan. But the conquest of Merv by the Russians has made 
readjustment of the boundaries a necessity. The English should not qu 
with the Russians on the subject of these boundaries. Russia too is under We 
necessity of getting the boundaries of Turkestan amicably settled. 
17. The Prabhat, of the 6th March, says that the native prnc 
Pa meee ee are not wanting in loyalty. Whew 
eee the English are in any difficulty they us 
forward with their contingents to help them, and still there are Englishme 
who advise the reduction of the armies of these princes. . 
English can repose confidence in the princes and people of India, there 
nothing in this world which can shake their power. cal 
18. The same paper says that there is a set of evil eo 
Government. They always advise 1 ved " 
ment to do things which are calculates : 


The Armies of Native Princes. 


Evil advisers. 


_ estrange the feelings of the natives. Ifthe English are afraid of 
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to strengthen their position at home. There is no good in 
they . eter the froutlens of India to court a quarrel. eee : 
gone The -Bangabdst, of the 7th February, says that war 18 imminent a ee 
between Russia and England. Russia was 
The difficulties of England. up to this time greg | gt but Sir 
has advised the Afghans to resist any further advance on 
iat a oy Russians. The Ey afraid that idiars will be a general 
the Pr short time. But the English have nothing to fear, as the govern- 
pov of Lord Ripon has deeply implanted the sentiment of loyalty in 
ive heart. 
O70 Ne Mahdi has got an excellent adviser in the person of Mr. Olivier 
Pain. The English will have much difficulty in conquering a ruler who has 
advisers like Mr. Pain and Generals like Osman Digma. The English 
will try issues with the Mahdi during the next winter. The Mahdi may 
harass the English during the summer, but he will not succeed in drawing 
them into battle. The English will ultimately succeed, but there will be 
some dificulty. By entrusting the defence of India into the hands of 
Indian troops the English can safely think of crushing the Mahdi and 
Osman Digma. 
* here are many Englishmen who advise the annexation of Upper 
Burmab. Lord Ripon’s policy was one of peace, but it is not yet known 
what would be the policy of Lord Dufferin. An armed steamer has been 
sent towards the frontiers of Burmah, and the King has made a treaty with 
the French. The French are always anxious to monopolise the trade of the 
Eastern Peninsula, and so this secret treaty between France and Burmah 
is a source of great anxiety to the English. Russia has advanced very 
— near Herat. | 
The Russians will meet the British Ambassadors at Zulfikar and 
at Pandjeh. There is no knowing what will be the result of the 
meeting. If Russia returns in a pacific mood there will be peace, if not, 
there will be war. Russia does not advance with a large army. There 
may yet be a delimitation. The interview with the Amir is a good stroke 
| Of policy. The display of the military resources of England will inspire the 
Amir with confidence and will prevent him from going over to Russia. 
20. The same paper hesitates to believe in the stories about the mis- 
Tip Medanis cf Gece, government of Cashmere, as they generally 
i come from European merchants who want 
to monopolise the trade of the country, and who therefore meet with 
Opposition from the Maharaja. The English want to collect all the wealth 
| of the world in the name of free trade. Their trade interests put the 
nglish to difficulties everywhere in Kgypt, in Burmah, in Germany, 
they impel them to move about from island to island and to plant colonies in 
unknown Africa. The English ehould seek their interests with moderation, 
especially when they clash with the interests of all other nations. 


“1, The same paper suggests that the native princes should be  2aNoasas.. 
The reception of the Amir of Cabut, 22Vited to attend with their armies at the 


Durbar to be held at Rawulpindi for the 


ade of the Amir of Cabul. The display of the entire military 


of the F of the country will inspire Russians with a sense of the greatness 
€ Unglish power in India. The English have done well in bringing 


about this Military V V ry W 
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93. The same paper praises the speech of Lord Dufferin at the 
Dinner. The writer is glad to § 
of the Deity in the speech. 


94, The same paper says that Europeans by their ex 


The natives and Europeans. ap ‘ spirit of independence in th 


Trades 


Lord Dufferin. nd a Mention 


mple have 


ry to keep up that Spirit a ae 
earn the gratitude of the people. The ill-feeling between natives pe 


Europeans is not for the good of any; it can be removed . 
English will wish to be loved instead of being feared. only if the 


95. The same paper says that the municipalities of Bengal have rota 

constitution. In order to ensure success they 
should not proceed in their old ways Th 
municipal work has now been transferred entirely to the public, and it is the 
duty of the Commissioners to teach the public the art of self-government 
The writer therefore thinks that the public should be informed beforehand of 
the business to be brought forward before the Commissioners, and that it 
should also be informed of the result of their deliberations ; that there should 
be rate-payers’ associations in every town, and that the editors of local news. 
papers should try to give a wide circulation of what takes place in the meet. 
ings of the Commissioners. 


26. The same paper is glad to notice that the best possible arrange- 
ments were made for keeping order in the 
Sitakundu mela. The police officers did their 


The duties of municipalities. 


The mela at Sitakundu. 


work with great ability. 


97. The Paridarshak, of the 22nd February, says that the coolie 
died undoubtedly from the effects of the kick — 
administered to him by Mr. Glover. But 
Mr. Glover has been let off with a small fine. This does not augur well. 


The Glover case. 


Failures of justice shorten the duration of a government. 


28. The same paper says that the English are as much despotic 


a. as the Mahomedans were. But the English 
™ Pee et Oo ee ___ are intelligent, while the Mahomedans were 
foolish. .A Mahomedan violated the chastity of a woman, and the whole 


people condemned the Mahomedans as oppressors. But when an Englishman 
commits the same crime people say that it is the act of an individual, and that 
the intention of Government is as pure as ever. They do not understand that 
when all the individuals who compose Government are prone to oppression, 
Government cannot but oppress. An Englishman kills a native in a te 
garden. An English Judge acquits him. An English Viceroy anda 
English Secretary of State take no notice of this failure of justice. ‘The 
Mahomedans were very unpopular, because they imposed the zezia 00 
people professing other religions. But the English do the same thing ly 
maintaining an ecclesiastical establishment for the benefit of the Christian 
population only, and still the English are not unpopular. The Mahomedats 
when they wanted money plundered rich merchants and thereby inc 
unpopularity, while the English impose taxes on one pretence or another 
whenever the treasury is empty. The natives are living under subject 
to a race of men who know how to throw dust into the eyes of the people 
while sucking their life-blood. That race has reduced India to such 4 condi 
tion that famine has almost become choronic in tbe country. 


29. The same paper says that Government has made many rules 0» 
Increase of drunkenness. restrain drunkards, but these rules are gem _ 
of no avail. Government wants reven™® | 
revenue only. It helps to increase drunkenness. Famine is comm 


ravages in the country ; increase of drunkenness at this time 1 sure 
ruin the country absolutely. 
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aper thinks that the Assam Land and Revenue 
eo OY oa Regulation Bill will soon become law. This 
0 will ruin the zemindars of Sylhet. The 
people uf peer should try their best to represent their grievances to 
Goren The same paper says that the Education Commission has placed the 
people under very great obligation by draw- 
ing the attention to technical education. 
The Inspector of Schools in Assam has asked the head-master of the 
Sylhet Normal School to consult the teachers and the respectable inhabi- 
tants of Sylhet as to the best mode of imparting technical training to the 
POP A correspondent writing to the same paper complains that the 
affairs of the Habiganj mela have been greatly 
mismanaged. Those who were entrusted 
with the distribution of prizes have given them away without exercising 
proper descretion. 
99 The Chdruvartd, of the 23rd February, says that Messrs. Keswick 
and Company abused the native community, 
and the leaders of that community joined them. 
The Lieutenant-Governor abused the natives the other day, and what have 
the natives done to resent that abuse ? Inno other country of the world 
would the people have tolerated such expressions from their ruler. But 
India has fallen so low that the natives are anxious to please even such a 
Lieutenant-Governor. The writer does not understand how long it will 
take to awaken national life in India. 
34, The same paper says that the interests of Hindus are identical 
The Hindus and the Mahomedans, With those of Mahomedans. It is therefore 
'  amatter of great regret that there should exist 
any ill-feeling between these two races. 
30. The same paper observes that Sir Rivers Thompson has expressed 
The cruelties in the Presidency Jail, | 418 conviction that no cruelties were practised 
in the Presidency Jail, and has abused the 
Statesman for giving publicity to false statements. The constitution of 
the Commission of Enquiry led people to suspect that an attempt would 
| be made to whitewash Mr. Beadon, and the result of the enquiry has con- 
aa firmed these suspicions. It is not an easy matter to prove the guilt of 
g a European, People believe that the statements of the Statesman had some 
ere in fact. How can Mr. Beadon be acquitted on the charge of 
aving illegally subjected the prisoners to the tortures of back hand-cuffs ? 
=e again would Rutton Das’s death be accounted for? Government 
should adopt proper measures to remove these blots on the administration. 
00. A correspondent of the same paper writes in terms of high praise 
Mr. Badshab, of Mr. Badshah, the sub-divisional officer of 


a Madaripore. ‘he writer is glad that the 
is missioners of the local municipality have elected him as their Chairman. 


“t. badshah is doing the work of the municipality with great ability, and 

in oe with the Commissioners with a he Ses anes itn a 
’. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 25th February, says that the Editors 
Gorerament and the prese of the native newspapers were born to be 
a abused. The writer does not understand how 
as € said to have used strong language, when during the time of the 
f the Bio ee they did not disgrace themselves by following the example 
are oft a or of the Englishman newspaper. The Editors of vernacular papers 
and have some of exaggeration, but they do not get official publications, 
ape pol rials to obtain news secondhand. Under these circumstances, 
air to bring the charge of exaggeration against them. The 
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vernacular papers have all of them proposed to Government that 
publications should be sent to them. 


38, The same paper is glad to find that the Indian Association has 


Sir Rivers Thompson's speech and the published its remarks protesting avainst the 
Indian Association. speech of Sir Rivers Thompson at the Trades 


Dinner. But that alone will not do. Meetings should be calleq in ever 
part of Bengal to protest against the speech. y 


89, The same paper thanks Lord Dufferin for protesting aoa; 

4 attempt of the Ministry to throw the aia 
the Indian contingent serving in the Soydy, 
on India. The writer hopes that this time the pecple of India will not have 
to bear any share of the cost of the war. 


40. The Sahachar, of the 25th February, says that the reception 

The reception of Lord Ripon in accorded by the Leeds Liberal Association ¢, 

England. Lord Ripon was most enthusiastic, The des. 

cription given by Lord Ripon of the policy he adopted in the government 

of India before the association will shew the people of England that he has 

increased the glory of the British nation by having adopted a noble 
policy. 


Officia} 


The cost of the Indian contingent. 


41. The same paper says that formerly officials tried to cry down the 
native newspapers by saying that they did not 
represent the public opinion and that the 
public were not led by them. Many officials do so even now; but, however 
contemptible they may profess to consider the native papers to be, every one 
of them has to respect the opinion of those papers. Mr. Justice West of 
Bombay has distinctly said that “ the Indian press is gradually becoming a 
great power.” Many Anglo-Indians have now come clearly to understand 
that native papers are becoming a great power. The officials should now 
bend before that great power. What one will be compelled to do some time 
after should be done without delay. If the officials quarrel with the native 
papers, they themselves will be injured and not the papers. For this reason 
the writer is sorry at the hostile remarks that are made by the Lieutenant- 
Governor upon native papers. He sees nothing but merit in the 
Anglo-Indian papers, and nothing but faults in the native papers. 
The Editor is not satisfied with the lLieutenant-Governor’s opinion 
upon the vernacular papers expressed in the last administration report 
His partiality to Anglo-Indians has made him blind to their faults 
The Editor considers the statement that though the tone of both the nate 
and the Anglo-Indian press was objectionable during the Ibert Bill agitation, 
the tone of the former alone continues to be objectionable, to be contemptible, 
though it has been made by the Lieutenant-Governor. The Lieutenant- 
Governor cannot but be aware that the Znglishman, the Daily News, the 
Bengal Times, and other Anglo-Indian journals have been all along abusi3 
nutives. The writer does not deny that strong language is sometimes used In 
the native papers. So long as a partial ruler like Sir Rivers Thompson remalm 
Goverror, the oppression by Anglo-Indians will not diminish, and su 

strong language will not cease to be used. So long as the Lieutenant 
Governor does not learn to compare native papers with Anglo-Indian pape 
in an impartial spirit, his instructions to the former given in the administra 
tion report will not be followed. 


42. ‘The same paper learns that during the rifle practice ab Ballyguns® 
The rifle practising ground at Bally. the bullets often go out of the — 4 
? ground, and thus persons runs considerab fe 
of being wounded. The writer proposes that either the place should ¢ 
to be used as a practising ground or should be enclosed by bigh walls. 


The native newspapers. 
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aper hopes that Mr. Croft will appoint Baboo Tarak _\\mtnss 
eee wpe! ‘Nath Sen, who is a really een and experienced epi ps 
Baboo Taraknath Sen. officer, Assistant Inspector of Schools, Dacca, 
‘1 the place of Baboo Dinanath Sen, who, it hears, will be appointed 
Tnspector of Schools, Chittagong ha 
44, The same paper says:—Even the secret enquiries aS oe 
Government about the cruelties in the Presi- 
dency Jail have proved that the Superin- 
tendent, Mr. Beadon, was guilty of many offences. He himself has 
had to admit that he tortured prisoners despotically and illegally. 
The offence which the criminal has himself admitted calls for 
severe punishment. Had he been hauled up before a Criminal Court 
severe punishment would have been awarded to him. But the 
guilty Mr. Beadon has been let off with a mild censure by Sir Rivers 
Thompson. In the suit the complainant Statesman has been found guilty. 
Such is the justice of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. But the whole 
country is blaming the judge Sir Rivers Thompson, the Enquiry Commission, 
and Mr. Westmacott, the Inspector-General of Jails. The whole country 
is sorry that Mr. Beadon has escaped punishment. Every one is now 
uneasy owing to the apprehension that the oppression in the jails will 
increase after this. This is not desirable. The correspondent ‘ Humanity” 
in the Statesman has now appeared in his own name. His name is 
Howatson. He has written courageously in the Statesman “that the 
prisoner Rutton Das died of the effects of the torture inflicted upon him 
by Mr. Beadon. He did not die of heat apoplexy. I can prove this if 
the case is tried by a law court.” We earnestly recommend that 


Cruelties in the Presidency Jail. 


Mr. Howatson should be prosecuted. Government should free itself of 
blame by prosecuting the man who is thus courageously blaming the Jail 
Superintendent and the Enquiry Commission, and is finding fault with the 
decision of the Lieutenant-Governor. Otherwise the whole country will 


always believe Government to be guilty. 


43. The same paper referring to the infliction of a fine of Rs. 200 
“San by the Joint-Magistrate of Dacca upon 
: ae _ Mr. Glover, who killed’ a coolie by kicking 

him, says that this is nothing but trampling upon justice. Will not this 
encourage Kurepeans in kicking natives ? 


46. The Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 26th February, is struck dumb —aanacmaz 
“Se at the conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor, ap agucol 
who encourages judicial officers who let off = ° 


European murderers of natives with simple fine. The number of murders of 
natives by Europeans is ever on the increase. 


47. The members of the Sadbhdb Uddipant Sabha of Rampurhat govoanos Gazerrs, 


Famine in Rampurhat. appeal through the medium of the Hducation **>- 77» 1886. 


able publ Gazette, of the 27th February, to the charit- 
py. Dubie to come to their aid in relieving the distress in 


pampurhat, Out of 60 to 70 families in Mahimpur, a mile from 
a ips only five or six families are well off. The rest are 
trae ar the famine. The condition of the people of Barakartic 
paddy fe really deplorable. Poor people get no rice to eat. There is neither 
a-thgg — any house. They have eaten up plums and the leaves of 
Siticlen of t ‘~ of pulse, which were never before regarded as 
eavine 4 ood. Many able-bodied persons have fled away from the village, 
states th tai houses empty behind them. The gomasta of the village 
aeert 93 oa of 78 families resident in the village, 31 families are low class 
a ob | amilies respectable Sudras, and 24 families Rajputs. The low 
beloncin P C are utterly destitute. The other classes are also in want. Many 
3!Ng to these classes have often to gO without food and to live on one 
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meal a day. Many have sold off all their belongings, By 
nothing ieere to sell. They can work for wages, but rtd oy tare 
employ them? The Sabha has undertaken to help 125 per re to 


sOns, 
48. The Pratikdr, of the 27th February, says that the “Peed 


ancy Bill 

The Tenancy Bill. as modified by the Select Committes will 
ruin the ryot completely. In previous Bill 

one-fifth of the produce was fixed as the maximum of rent. But pe 
the present Bill rents can be enhanced to any extent. Occupation fo 
twelve years will entitle a ryot to occupancy rights, but there is nothine tn 
prevent wily zemindars from putting a stop to the growth of that richt } 
transferring the ryot from one holding to another within these years, Tie 
writer hopes that the Government will not, by hastening the passin 


the Bill, reduce the ryots to a helpless condition. g of 
49, The same paper says that the Bangabdst and the Sanjivani have 


— done good service to the country by publish. 
Famine in Bengal, ing true accounts of the faniine, Pomad 
ment has given twenty thousand rupees to relieve the distress in Burdwan, 


but it takes no notice of the terrible sufferings of the people in Bankura and 
in Beerbhoom. Government has taken from the people a very large sum of 
money to create a Famine Insurance Fund. It does not look well therefore 
to be niggardly at this time of their distress, 

50. The same paper says that people are of opinion that. the state. 


bc ments made by a correspondent of the States. 
ee man about the cruelties practised in the 
Presidency Jail are true. The Jail Commission and Sir Rivers Thompson 


consider these statements as exaggerated, and abuse the Hditor of the 
Statesman for giving publicity to them. But people think that they 
are prejudiced in favour of their countryman Mr. Beadon. Sir Rivers 
Thompson cannot punish one of his countrymen. What he has said in 
order to whitewash Mr. Beadon is unworthy of a great ruler. He has 
made himself ridiculous by everything he has done as rulerof Bengal. 
The case of Mr. Beadon is no exception to the rule. Sir Rivers 
considers official censure an adequate punishment in __ this case. 
Glory to Sir Rivers! Blessed is his power of discrimination! Blessed 
is his love for his countrymen! If he says that Mr. Beadon is not an 
oppressor, if he does not punish him after obtaining such tangible 
proofs of his guilt, his rule is certainly a very despotic one. ‘he 
public cannot help crying with the Bangubdst that Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son is unworthy of the throne of Bengal. : 
51. The same paper says that Lord Ripon in his speech at Leeds said 
ie aa that if the English could keep the natives o 
aides India contented and happy, they had nothing 
to fear from a foreign invasion. But if they could not do that they would 
simply open a door for intrigue. It was foolish to think of ruling 
hundred and fifty millions of men with the sword. The writer says ti 
these sentiments should be the cardinal doctrine of faith with those wi 
come to rule India. Every word of this speech would be a source ° 
strencth to the Government. 
52. The Praja Bandhu, of the 27th February, says - 
Mr. Baker rightly served Mr. Baker abused a youns native at Tara I 
sii wara on the occasion of the Sivaratri festival, 
and he was very severely beaten. Several Europeans came to his rescu®, 
but several native youths took the part of their countryman. The Buro- 
peans were worsted and the natives disappeared. | b i 

53. The Patdkd, of the 27th February, is glad that Governm@l 
<< benefit the 

Government and the ryots of Madras eager to do all in its power to 


who have been injured by tle late floods, ryots of Madras who have suffered great Joss 
Owing to the late floods. 
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on reading all the papers relating 
rink oo wagl a pt "i ths ole the Deeely tease of 
Lh amped Dibrugur has pr t 7 a erin . 
' ‘led a native lad and was acquitted by the Assistant- 
Gog et should be committed to the Sessions for trial. But the man 
ager to Bombay. Will not Lord Dufferin take notice of the repeated 
‘ustice in Assam ? 
aaa ithe same paper is glad that an able native like Baboo Radhika 
bik Prasanna Mukerjea.  -rasanna Mukerjea has been appointed to act 
eats as Inspector of Schools, Presidency Division. 
=¢, The same paper says that the arguments which the Assistant- 
Magistrate of Dacca has made use of to save 
Mr. Glover, who killed a native coolie, are very 
weak. Such arguments would not have been used if the labourer killed 
had been a European or if the homicide had been a native. : 
57, The same paper pretends that it has found a Sanskrit book 
Partiality of Government officials named Gouranga Puran, or the Traditions of 
towards Englishmen. the White, which contains the following 
principles :—(1) Ifa Bengali is killed by a white man, it is to be con- 
cluded that the native’s spleen was ruptured. The white man should not 
he sentenced to death or imprisoned for it. He should be simply fined. 
The rupture of the spleen may include the rupture of the intestines also. 
(2) Capital sentence should not be passed upon a white man, even if 
he may have committed all offences. Nor should he be banished. But 
in some cases he should be fined. There is nothing more sinful than the 


The Glover case. 


killing of a white man. For this reason the ruler should never think of | 


passing the capital sentence upona white man. (8) All the fruits of the 
Indian tree or all the high offices should be enjoyed by Englishmen. The 
sinful blacks have no claims to them. (4) Those blacks who will enjoy small 
fruits owing to the favour of white men should always be trampled under 
foot. It is also distinctly stated that those advantages of the whites which are 
not mentioned in the book will be provided for by the Defence Association. 
The first and second principles are being constantly acted upon in Assam 
and other parts of the country. It will be sufficient to allude to the inflic- 
tion of a fine of Rs. 200 upon Mr. Glover who killed a coolie to prove that 
such is the case. As for the third principle, it will be sufficient to mention 
that while more than one thousand Englishmen in Bengal are drawing a 
salary of Rs. 1,000 and upwards, only 13 natives draw such large salaries. 
A native, however competent, is not appointed Civil or Military Surgeon. 
Posts of Assistant-Surgeon carrying a salary of Rs. 100 or Rs. 150 are the 
highest posts in the Medical Department that natives can hope for. Dr. Payne 
has ruled that Assistant-Surgeons will not only be not promoted but will be 
dismissed if they do not succeed in departmental examinations. But 
. Payne has exempted Englishmen who may be candidates for the post 
of Surgeon Major from the examination in which they had formerly to 
succeed in order to obtain that post, because many Englishmen could not 
Succeed in passing that examination. The Assistant-Surgeons who have 
obtained petty posts through the favour of Englishmen are being, in this 
Manner, trampled upon. 
58. The same paper says that though the Enquiry Commission has 
Aeeleledtene distinctly said that ‘a real and solid progress 


has been made in the path of sanitary im- 
a the Pioneer is saying that the Pall sh has found the Muni- 
ve ommissioners of Calcutta guilty. No one is so skilled as the Pioneer 

3 Ppressing the truth. There is no knowing what the Lieutenante 

‘rnor would have said if a native newspaper had acted as the 
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Pioneer has done. According to the Proneer Mr. Cotton is a wicked 
man and the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta are guilty. But it 
is of opinion that Mr. Beadon has come stainless out of the enquir 
instituted regarding his conduct. The efforts made by a few Aeats- 
Indians to lay the axe at the root of self-government in India will be of 
no avail, because noble-hearted Englishmen in England sympathise with the 
sufferings of Indians and are anxious that a noble policy should be adopted 
in the government of India. How long will a few selfish and mean-hearted 
Anglo-Indians be able to oppose the progress of Indians after this ? 

59. The Grdmedria Prakdshikd, of the 28th February, says tha 
Mr. Justice Prinsep came in the course of his 
tour of inspection of the Civil Courts to 
Krishnagur. He is trying his best to prevent the further extension -of the 
system of trial by jury. ‘Te writer is of opinion that such extension is not 
really liked by the Lieutenant-Governor, though he seems to be anxious 
for it. , 
60. The same paper says that the information received from Beer. 

bhoom and Burdwan regarding the sufferings of 
Ee the people is really heartrending. The native 
press has to perform a very difficult task with regard to the present distress, 
It may be considered as showing aspirit of rebelliousness. But it does not 
care. It has to say something about the arrangements made for saving the 
lives of the famine-stricken, it has again something to say about the sym- 
pathy of the officers who are regarded as the incarnations of mercy, and it 
has further to say something about the shortsightedness of Government, 
The writer wants to know what has been done with the famine insurance 
fund, and why does Mr. Coxhead appeal to the public for relieving 
distress, and what relief arrangements have been done by Sir Rivers 
Thompson. 
61. The same paper says that the putwari cess is to be paid mainly 
eae by the ryots, but it does not understand why 
npr ecaidin the ryot ismade to pay. It will help neither 
the zemindar nor the ryot. Sir George Campbell made arrangements for 
the payment of the Sub-Deputy Collectors and Canoongoes from the Imperial 
Fund. But the present arrangement is that they will be paid from the 
proceeds of the proposed cess. Sir Rivers Thompson gives himself out asa 
friend of the ryots, but he shows his concern for them by imposing a tax 
of five per cent. upon them. 

62. The same paper says that the mohurirs of Civil Courts are 
generally men of respectable birth, and their 
pay is very inadequate. Rs. 20 a month, 
for that is their initial pay, is not quite enough for the maintenance 
of a family which has any pretensions to respectability. Mere increase 
of the pay of these mohurirs will not do. The writer thinks that the 
number of mohurirs in the appellate court, where their work is very 
small, should be reduced, and that in the Courts of the first instance 
increased. 

63. The same paper says that one would shudder to think of the 

Famine in Bankura sufferings of the people in the Bankura 

: district from the effects of the famine. The 

writer is glad that the Government of Bengal has granted a sum of 
Rs. 20,000 to relieve the distress. 

64. A correspondent of the same paper draws the attention of the 
Commissioners of the Kustea Municipality to 
the wretched state of the roads in dagall, 
which forms a part of the M unicipality. 


Mr. Justice Prinsep and jury trial. 


The mohurirs in mofussil Courts. 


The roads of Jagati. 
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ipant, of the 28th February, is glad to find that the 

65. the — Bengal Legislative Council was that day to take 
The Self-Government Bill up the question of the Self-Government Bill. 
+ thought that the Government would shelve the Bill for this year 


The write 


“— The same paper praises Lord Dufferin for protesting against the 


attempt of the Ministry at Home to saddle 
he cost of the the Indian treasury with the cost of the Indian 
Contingent serving in the Soudan. The writer is glad to learn that Lord 
tte ° has succeeded in inducing the Ministry to give up the attempt. 
“s eT The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution 
: on the subiect of the cruelties practised in 
The cruelties in the jatis. the Presidency Jail has been universally 
condemned. The writer hopes that the Government of India will take 
the matter up and save the honour of the British administration in 
wae The same paper says that Lord Ripon has reached his country 
safe. Heisreceiving honours in every part 
Lord Ripon. of England. His speech at Leeds should be 
‘tten in letters of gold. 
“ 69. The caine ene says that Nawab Ashanulla has paid Rs. 5,000 
to be used for some public purpose at Comilla. 
A meeting was called to consider what was to 
be done with the money. The Chairman of 
the Municipality proposed that a Town Hall should be erected. At this 
proposal Mr. Cooke, the Magistrate, who was present, said ‘‘ Town Hall! 
Why, to make seditious speeches! The seditious people should pay for a 
hall to make seditious speeches, but Nawab Ashanulla is a loyal subject.” 
The writer says that the Government should see what Mr. Cooke has 
dene. , 
70. The same paper says that a correspondence is being carried 
_ Inconveniences of railway journeys on between the officers of (JFovernment for 
suas removing the inconveniences of railway 
passengers, The inconveniences are overcrowding and want of water- 
closets in the carriages. Unable to decide how to remove them, Govern- 
ment has published all the official papers in the Gazettes and asked the 
public to give their opinion, The Managers of Railways are unwilling 
to furnish carriages with water-closets on two grounds, viz., they will be 
obliged to build new carriages, and there will be foul smell in them. 
The writer says that the second objection is of no use, for people will 
a to the water-closets only when urgently necessary. The writer is not 
ue to believe the ‘statements of the Managers of the Kast Indian 
i” Bengal Railways that there is no overcrowding on these 
71. The same paper says that Mr. Luttman-Johnson, the Judge of 
A the Assam Valleys, has ordered the Magistrate, 


| who acquitted Mr. Hext charged with 
‘aie, a Mahomeden lad, to commit him to the sessions. Mr. Hext 
in the meanwhile fled away, but a telegram has been despatched to 
ombay to have him arrested. 


72. The same paper says that the Tenancy Bill as originally framed 

The Tenancy Bill was intended to do good both to the zemindars 
the facility { _, .. and tothe ryots. It afforded the zemindar 
bis holdin’ 4 realizing his rent and the tenants the right of transferring 
ee and security against exorbitant enhancement. But the form 
ia afraid th Pr iepea after repeated modifications alarms the writer, who 
at the ryots will be ruined by it. The zemindars are anxious to 
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destroy the permanent rights of their ryots. Under these circum 
the Bill cspmel law, the zemindars will do their best to cine a 
accrual of occupancy rights by shifting their tenants before the 
time fixed for such accrual. Instead of fixing the maximum of aia 
at one-fifth of the produce it has been provided that rents shal] be 
enhanced according to the prevailing rate. The right of transferrin 
occupancy holdings, proposed to be given to ryots in the previous Bill, has 
been withdrawn from this, and has been made to depend on custom. There 
is no possibility that those who have no occupancy right will ever get it 
All that was proposed for the benefit of the ryot has been withdrawn, while 
facilities have been given to the Zemindars for enhancement. ‘Lhe 
Collector will prepare a list of prices-current. Any increase in the 
prices of the produce wi!l entitle the zemindar to enhanced rent. The writer 
asks Government not to ruin the ryot by passing this Bill. 

73. The same paper says that the Jail Commission has been obliged 
to admit that the cruel punishment inflicted 
by Mr. Beadon was the cause of Ratan Day’ 
death, and still Dr. Harris says that it is not the cause of the man’s death. 
The Commission has disbelieved him, because he could not give the real cause 
of the death. From this it appears that he has helped to conceal the cruel nature 
of the punishment. It has been clearly proved that Ratan Das’s death is 
attributable solely to the cruel punishment inflicted under the orders 
of Mr. Beadon. The day Ratan was put in back hand-cuffs another prisoner 
named Sarafat received the same punishment. Sarafat was sent to the hos- 
pital on the fourth day with his hands greatly swollen. The back hand- 
cuffs brought about the swelling. This proves the statement of the corre- 
spondent of the S/atesmaa to no small extent. Thereis no doubt that 
Mr. Beadon introduced a system of very cruel punishment without the 
orders of Government. ‘This alone makes Mr. Beadon liable to degradation 
or to dismissal. 

74. The same paper is glad to learn that the Chief Commissioner of the 
Central Provinces has established 30 scholar- 
ships for the encouragement of technical 
education. The writer thinks that there should be one hundred such scholar- 
ships in Bengal. The scholarships given in the Dehri and Shibpore Insti- 
tutions are not quite sufficient for the requirements of a large and 
advanced province like: Bengal. The writer thinks that the standard of 
qualification for obtaining the scholarships should be lowered. Students 
passing the minor scholarship examination should be made eligible for 
the proposed scholarships. There are workshops in many places in Bengal 
where students can obtain technical education. 

75. A correspondent writing to the same paper from Midnapore says 

ial a eG that the majority of raiyats pay a very high 
Bil Pe Bone tne Henaney rate of rent. Only for a few months in the 
year they are well off. For the rest ofthe 

year they are obliged to borrow money at an exorbitant interest to keep 
their body and soul together. The Rent Commission recommended that the 
rate of rent should be fixed at not more than _ one-fifth of tne 
value of the produce. The raiyats are so poor that more than this they 
cannot pay. But the Select Committee and the Government of India do not 
agree tothe proposal. The writer asks Lord Dufferin to have the rents 
in every village fixed by the Collector according to the quality of the land. 

76. The same paper says that the Surgeon-General of Bengal regre!s 

Pa eee are e his inability to support the recommen’ r 
General of Bengal. : he og tion of the Director of Public eager 
to accept Baboo Mohini Mohan Rais ne 

offer for the encouragement of native medicine on the ground that the 
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English law courts generally he who has more mone 
Consequently the ryots were defeated in the law courts and were ruined At 
present many zemindars do nothing but devote their lives to the worsh; 
of Englishmen. These men are the disgrace of the zemindar class Ok 
account of these men the zemindars have lost the reverence of the peo le 
Those who have good sense among the zemindars should not now sit silent. 
Owing to the agitation of some zemindars the Rent Bill is going to be 
passed in a very injurious form. If zemindars cannot resist the temptation 
of enhancing rent at this time, the province will be very much injured 
Zemindars possessing good sense should conciliate the ryots by giving them 
makrari and mourasi pottahs. The Editor can no longer rely upon Govern- 
ment in this matter. 

80. The same paper says that it no longer believes in Government's 

desire to improve the condition of the ryots 
Who is again the Government? When the 
proposals of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for the improvement 
of the condition of the Bengal ryois were rejected who is the ruler? Haye 
not the promises of four successive Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal any value? 
The writer is sorry not merely because his hopes have been disappointed, but 
because the Bill will injure the ryots. In most places the ryots possessed and 
still possess the right of transferring holdings. Government has been for the 
last ten years discussing the subject of confirming that right in those places in 
which the system of transferring holdings obtains and of introducing it in 
those places in which it does not obtain. The legislators are now saying 
that there is no necessity of legislating upon the subject. Let holdings 
be transferred, they say, according to custom. But they do not consider 
that there is a probability of the custom being injuriously affected owing to the 
discussions of the last year. The majority of the members of the Council 
have rejected the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal for conferring the right of 
transferring holdings upon the ryots of Bengal. This is due to the majority 
of the members being on the side of zemindars. 

81. The same paper says that the newspapers of no country, except 
England and America, possess complete 
freedom. Though France is a republic, it 
cannot be said that the French newspapers enjoy freedom. Even 
in advanced Germany the press is not free. The Russian news- 
papers possess the least freedom of all. There is a powerful bureaucracy 
of noblemen in Russia like the civilian body here. [ven the all- 
powerful Czar is led by it. Newspapers are the eyesore of all bureau- 
cracies. dust as the civilian body dislikes the native papers the | 
Russian bureaucracy hates the Russian papers. There is an official censor 
of Russian papers and books. At the order of this officer newspapers are 
abolished and the publication of books and periodicals 1s stopped. 
Russian newspapers are subject to such great oppression. A great merit 
of Russian newspapers is that unlike the newspapers of other countries, 
almost all of them are on the side of the poor. Even the former issues, 
and parts of periodicals and books the publication of which is stopped, 
are not allowed to be eold. The reading of many books is prohibited by 
law. The writer praises the perseverance and patriotism of the Russia0 
papers under the difficulties of their situation. 

82. The same paper says that the Trades Association has been guilty 

The discourteousness of the Trades’ of discourteousness in not having apologize 
ne: to the respectable native gentlemen whom M 
invited for the Lieutenant-Governor’s unseemly abuse of natives. he 
abuse of native papers by Mr. Duke in proposing the toast of the Press 
as the mouthpiece of the merchants in the presence of native Kaitors 
invited by the Association was against good manners. The politeness ° 
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is ever composing long and ambiguous dissertations. Because the peopl 
of Bengal the other day raised a great outcry, you punished Mr. Taylor 
and Major Ramsay the all-powerful rulers of Nuddea. Why did yo, 
hesitate so much in the matter of the Presidency Jail? ’ 

The jail authorities are said to look upon prisoners as brutes and 
insects, and they do not accordingly hesitate in the least to subject them 
to fearful torture. If you do not properly look into these serious matters 
who will ? 

If through distress occasioned by severe famine thousands of poor 
people die untimely deaths, and if any District Magistrate proud of his 
powers becomes at any time tyrannical through perversity of Judgment, 
you alone have the power to remedy theevil. If, in spite of your power 
you do not for the purpose of preserving the dignity of your countrymen tum 
your eyes in that direction, itis you who will have to bear the blame fo, 
neglecting to do your duty. 

84. The same paper says that itis eager to see the introduction of 

Municipalities the seed of future the system of self-government in the country 
Parliament. because it believes that the self-government 
assemblies will become Parliaments when they obtain more power. For 
this reason the writer was exceedingly rejoiced when the elective system 
was introduced in the selection of Municipal Commissioners. The writer 
does not think that the establishment of a separate Parliament is necessary, 
nor will efforts in that direction be successful. The writer is not desirous 
of the establishment of an Imperial Council formed of Rajahs and Nawabs, 
who know nothing of and care nothing for the state of the country, 
Efforts for the establishment of an assembly hike the House of Commons © 
should, of course, be made. When the masses have received some edura- 
tion and union committees have been everywhere established, the founda- 
tions of a future Indian Parliament will have been laid. After that the 


members of the union committees and the Municipal Commissioners will 
become members of the District Boards. When fit members for a Parlia- 
ment will be found among the members of the District Boards, Indians 
should prevail upon the English Parliament and the English people to 
establish an Indian Parliament. 

85. The same paper says that some of Mr. Beadon’s numerous — 
The Lieutenant-Governor and the Offences are grave. The Lieutenant-Governor 


cruelties in the Presidency Jail. instead of trying him upon these grave offences 


has tried him upon the petty offences. One offence of Mr. Beadon 
that he used to punish those prisoners who complained to him of oppressions 
committed upon them by the jail officers. The duty of the Jail Super 
tendent is to inspect the state of the prisoners. The neglect of that duty 
is a serious offence. Mr. Beadon has neglected that duty. What Mr. Beadon 
has himself said of the state of Ramsunker Chuckerbutty shews his i- 
efficiency. The Lievtenant-Governor has had to admit that Mr. Beadon 
is guilty. He has said that his guilt appears small when contrasted with 
the serious charges preferred against him. The writer cannot comprebend 
how the Lieutenant-Governor has disregarded the offences of which 
Mr. Beadon has been convicted. If but a part of what the prisoners 
who are Mr. Beadon’s countrymen have said is true, Mr. Beadon’ 
offences are serious. How can the statements of these men be disbelieved 
when there are proofs for them? Censure may be an adequate punishment 
for other men, but not for a heartless man like Mr. Beadon. Mr. Beadons — 
oppression, far from decreasing, will increase after this. The Lieutenant 


Governor has done well in not transferring Mr. Beadon to a mofussil J 


If Mr. Beadon persists in his oppressions in the Presidency Jail his cnmé 
will be found out sooner or later. But were he transferred © ° 
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fossil jail hit oppressions in it would never come to the notice of 
morus 


Gorernmen dent of the same paper says that in the beginning | Snmamm, 
=o. of February the net income of the Bainchi — 
rye Postmaster of Bainchi. Post Office was found to be "a 40. It being 
dent recommends that the pay of the able postmaster, 
0, the Cralei Haldar, who has served there for about 16 years, should be 


voi d by Rs. 10. 
oar Another correspondent of the same paper says that the khalon "s>™Anam. 


the south of the village of Haripore, in Nud- 
elena dea, isin avery dirty state. The correspon- 
atreats the Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat to benefit the people of 
ntrusting the local punchayet with the supervision of the 
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The cost of the Indian contingent. 


contingent serving in the Soudan. — 
89 The same paper says that the cost of the Boundary Commission 40ca Paarasn 
will be thrown upon the people of India. The 
writer thinks this to be extremely unjust, as 
the object of that C.mmission is to check the 
advance of Russia, which has more to do with the interests of the English 
people than with those of the people of India. 
9). The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson loses no opportunity Dacca Paarasm. 
of expressing his dislike for the native press. 

Sir Rivers Thompson and the Native ‘Therefore his remarks on the native press in the 
ars Administration Report for the year 1883-84 
have not surprised the native editors. It can never be expected that a ruler, 
who can publicly declare that he has no sympathy with educated natives, who 
looks more to the interests of a handful of Englishmen than to those of seven 
willions of natives entrusted to his care, who wants to uphold the arbitrary 
conduct of civilians in spite of the Proclamation of 1858 should tolerate the 
spirit of independence in the native press, which represents the feelings of the 
people. It is very fortunate that during his incumbency the Viceregal 
throne has been occupied by men like Lord Ripon and Lord Dufferin. The 
writer does not understand what statements in the native newspapers are 
regarded by Sir Rivers as siditious. If the criticism of the acts of civilians 
and the advocacy of native interest are construed as disloyalty, the native 
papers are helpless. A free press by boldly pointing out the mistakes and 
vagaries of officers does a service to Government which thousands of secret spies 
cannot do. The writer asks Sir Rivers, who is known to bea very good 
Christian,— Who displayed a spirit of disloyalty during the Ilbert Bill 
rontroversy—the native Editors or the Editors of Anglo-Indian papers? Sir 
Rivers may not consider the support given by the native press to the Govern- 
ment of India on the Ilbert Bill, and the demonstrations made by it in honor 
: Tiord Ripon, as displaying a spirit of disloyalty. But the world will differ 
‘im him in this respect. It is a matter of great regret that the ruler of 
_ does not yet recognise the usefulness of the native press. He may 

Vdo so, but the power of the press will be ever on the increase, while 


that of the rulers whose term of offic : 
7 e doe 
vill gradually decrease. 8 not exceed five or seven years 


The The same paper urges the necessity of establishing a native Defence 


Amccition 2 °f ® native Defence Association. The Europeans are strong, and 
tion with the oh; powerful, but they have established an Associa- 
powerless nati . object of defending their rights against weak and 

auives, and with the help of that Association are ruining them. 
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The Defence Association has already become very powerful. Natiy 

no longer remain silent. If a handful of Englishmen can ania: 

powerful association, two hundred and: fifty millions of natives should a 

remain indifferent. They should come forward to establish an ASSO0Ciatio 

which will be a great source of power to them. | n 
92. The writer is glad to notice that the people of Nuddea haye 


ii, thas thi hinaiiidnie established a District Association with the 


object of agitating the question of reforming 
the criminal procedure in this country. 


93. A correspondent writing to the same paper complains that the 
hs catdepeents is Othe, cattle-pounds in the vicinity of Salap, 


in Pubna, have been leased out to some ve 
bad men. The farmers pay a commission of one anna for each animal 


brought to the pounds, Some wicked men depend for their livelihood on 
this commission. They bring horses and cows from wherever they 
can findthem. They even steal cows at night to have them impounded, 
94. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Sith iy Calbia: Sebi Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 2nd March, 


headed.—‘“* Why has Laluram Panday been 
dismissed ?”” The Englishman remarks that the Inspector of Police who 


investigated the Francis case has been dismissed from the service because 
he was convicted of an offence. But the dismissal had nothing to do with 
that case. What the Znglishman says is true, but it is also true that if the 
Inspector had not reported against Francis, no charge would have been 
probably brought against that officer, nor would he have been dismissed 
when that charge was proved .But supposing that that officer was dismissed 
for having committed an offence, on what charge has Laluram Panday been 
dismissed? Excepting Mr. Weekes, no other Magistrate would have pro- 
bably dismissed Laluram on such charges as were brought against him 
by the Superintendent of Police, Purneah. One of the offences with which 
Laluram was charged was that while engaged in inquiring about the charge 
of theft brought against Mr. Walker he had been ordered by the District 
Superintendent of Police to report the charge as false, an order which he 
did not obey. Any Magistrate other than Mr. Weekes would, under these 
circumstances, have condemned the Superintendent of Police for having 
passed such an improper and unjustifiable order, and not Laluram for 
disobeying it. Another charge brought against Laluram was that he had 
insulted Mr. Walker. On this charge he was tried and acquitted by the 
Sessions Judge of Mozufferpore. The case has, however, come up before the 
Hich Court, and until the decision of the Judge of Mozufferpore is set 
aside by it, it is not just to punish Laluram in any way on that charge. 
In deference to the judgment given by Mr. Brett, and as long as the case 
was pending in the High Court, it behoved the District Superintendent of 
Police to hold back his report against Laluram. 

The Europeans in this country have, it would seem, gone mad. Not 
a few among them have thrown overboard all sense of decency, respect 
and morality. Had this not been the case, the Englishman and others 
would not have written in support of the case against Laluram and of hls 
dismissal. At least Mr. Weekes would not have through shame and fear 
of incurring odium himself dismissed Laluram, but would have, had he really 
desired to punish that man, attempted to gain his purpose by some 
Stratagem and through the agency of some other person. el 

Jo. The same paper contains an article on the newly-establisht 

The Nuddea District Association. Nuddea Distr ict Association im whic 


ne writer expresses his hope that the labours ° 
the Association will meet with success. The sole object of the Asso 


ciation which is to seek redressof stice and oppression atten 
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Every 
e ac 


ce par ' : 
pati fimited powers. At the present time again Anglo-Indians have, as 


: mad, and they are led by the Lieutenant-Governor and most 
be halowers There 1s heiehels every reason to hope that the action of 
a ‘nhabitants of Kisnagore in establishing this Association will not be 
viewed with apathy by the people of Bengal. oe 
9g, We extract the following from the same paper :—Famine 1s 
ae age a omy an more yee 
aE in Burdwan. relief is not soon grante 
the ecenes of the Orissa famine are likely to be re-enacted. It is exceedingly 
surprising that the authorities are still remaining silent. We do not care 
to pronounce Mr. Beames incompetent, for it would indeed be difficult to 
‘iscriminate between those who are competent, and those who are not. It 
would really be difficult to obtain competent men. Our new knight 
gir Rivers Thompson once went to fight the demon of famine, but the 
demon is said to have disappeared at only hearing his name. Sir Rivers is 
now enjoying rest in his palace, the noise of mirth is drowning the. wails of 
the afflicted. Wedo not understand why Government is not granting 
relief from the famine relief fund. Does it intend to appropriate that 
fund to its own uses, no matter whether or not thousands of people die of star- 
vation? It would indeed be a matter of regret if Government could not be 
persuaded to grant money from that fund. We hope our worthy contem- 
poraries will put forth united efforts to see that the tens of millions of 
rupees raised from the Public Works Cess instead of being wasted are spent 
upon saving alive even one afhicted person. 
7. The same paper remarks that the people _ og disappointed 
Aras in the expectations cherished by them at the 
Poy wre ae Ras aguy time a the Queen man the direct 
government of this country. In the time 
of the East Indian Company the British Government, as a iiniesune judge, 
used to do justice between the Company on the one hand and the people 
Ao on ra oth and a dng regpee also both Conservatives and Liberals 
oured in that direction. But the state of things at the present time is 
quite different. Now the British Government ante on ose side and the 
people of India on the other. Any complaints made by the people of 
Ind 
laare now heard by the Government itself or its servants. In other 
words, the accused tries himself. In Parliament also the Liberals and 
pati ag not a morinery work in ag wel vay to 1 — to 
ainants. e party in power defends the accused. Conse- 
quently the people of India have fewer chances than before of obtaining 


justice. They have become losers to an equal extent by thetransfer of the 


ddian railw 


ahs ne » for instance, there have been many cases of injustice and 
ands a G. ought to the notice of the public since that line came into the 
masters lla Great injustice has been done to the station- 

en drawing Rs. 20 a month are sometimes fined Rs. 25 without 


"it being informed : 
} x ed of the cause. The number of telegraph signallers 
% been reduced all over the line. ‘The passengers also are being put to 


at ine | 
“venience. ‘The carriages are fearfully overcrowded. Even in the 


mares siage attached to the mail train from Goalundo there are no 
‘ep ecently certain native gentlemen travelling in a first class 
7 nities ‘ insulted by a European, but the European guard did not take 
the matter, although it was brought to his notice. 


ays to Government management. In connection with the Eastern 
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98, The Mussulman Bandhu, of the 2nd March, says that all }; 

appointments have been monopolised by sn 
English. Out of the 15 Judges of the Hin 
Court only two are natives. Out of the eiz Law Reporters only one is a native 
The Clerk of the Crown is a native indeed, but he is a member of th, 
Defence Association. While native barristers and vakeels are thus neglected 
Mr. Hyde holds two appointments. He is both a Law Reporter and the 
Secretary to the Board of Examiners. White natives do not get one 
appointment, Englishmen can get even two. This is great injustice 
indeed. The head of the Cnief Justice certainly aches when he thinks 
of giving an sppointment to a native. 

99. The same paper observes that though Government obtains , 

The wretched accommodation of Net profit of 60 lakhs of rupees from the 
Munsif’s Courts. Munsif’s Courts, it allows these to be held 
in such wretched houses that many munsifs contract severe illnesses 
owing to that cause. 

100. The same paper supports the application made to the Chairman 

The extension of the Tarkeswar Rail. of the Road Cess Committee at Ser am pore 
way. for the extension of the Tarkeswar line to 
the banks of the Damudar. 

101. The same paper does not understand why the University autho. 
rities do not inform the candidates of the 
subjects they are to be examined in on each day, 
why the Professors of the Presidency College should be made examiners 
in the University, why the examiners should be anxious to show their 
learning in framing the question papers, and why questions beyond 
the range of the text-books should be put to the candidates. 

102. Thesame paper, after giving an instance of a native child who was 
attacked by a monkey, says that the disarmed 
natives are being killed by the attacks and 
bites of wild animals on the one hand, and by the blows and kicks of 
Europeans on the other. The writer thinks that if the Arms Act be 
repealed, the wild animals at least will not be able to do as mueh havoc as 
they are doing at present. 

103. The same papers learns that Mr. Miller, the Official Assignee, 
will go on furlough for two years. The 
Chief Justice gave it out as his opinion at 
the time of appvinting the Clerk of the Crown, that there were no native 
barristers fit for the post. In the present instance the post should be given 
either to the Receiver or to one of the Law Reporters. The writer ask 
that it may not be given co one who already holds another appointment, 
fur no one should be allowed to hold two appointments at the same time. 

104. The same paper says:—Under what a good government do the 

ie hee ca people of India live! How greatly are 

| rulers anxious to make the people happy 
contented! Instances are not far to seek. If a native subject we 
any weapon to ward off an attack from a wild animal, the rulers do not like 
it. If an armed thief enters into the house, and attempts to commit crime 
which are unspeakable, the owner of the house must stand by moto 
for he has no arms, The writer asks, what would the rulers themselves do 
if they should fall in such circumstances? If a native vents his feelings abo" 
the Arms Act or any other measure, he is at once denounced as a 7é 
and so he has to conceal his feelings within his own breast. . 
silence reigns in every quarter the English boast that they have stamped 
out the rebellious spirit, The rulers of India think themselves 
successful when they are feared by the people. In reality this is a ¥ hied 
system of government. It is like an embankment made of saad, ¥ 
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‘5 likely t0 give way any momel — | 
Indi d the English are makin “—e Russia is at the gate : 
g great preparat , gates of 
a from the Himalayas to the Douiorts ‘ “ry But if the people 
the English a beat the drums of war, the phat eee re < the support of 
with terror of Jtussia. Perhaps the English will thi not have been filled 
shove that the writer says that the natives do not a o from what is written 
can the natives do by liking the English? ot like the English. But what 
the Russians ? They have no arms. The b he will they take up against 
0 te ives of the native press that c he of India will never listen 
natives, and that they should b nndence should be r : 
win time of danger the . _— Mp arms. The aetiee gore Soe 
Chaka Wh evl JE 8 
on" ws ae use to the British <td pro now oppose native 
. ays paper that the Hai a 
ditary odie gb my "They b bp the here- Mossorax Banna 
, ence in India a they had great ex erj- March 2nd, 1805. 
ge aged a ae an inexperienced men Bane = abolition of 
reat misfortun me to rule Indi 
of being filled by aged, expert e. The seats of | ape 
5 Bou, perienced and wise } judgment instead 
inexperienced students in the1 nea gg Judges are now 
of age in the Civil : ir minority. The lower occupied by 
of good Judges phage Meno — a deprived Italo of + ageomes e 
sort of lower service otaine F . in order to com services 
7 » na the Indi pensate for this loss, a 
— by well-meaning Susthane ripen. Civil Service, has be . 
06. The Sdr Sudhdnidhe, of the ond Mat rey eA ie 
, are as powerf aye ‘lente i pe OS 
inspectors are corrupt. Th police officers from the emofussil. All “enn 
Gna ter the pt. e coustables have to tak constables to the 
salaries which ay own expenses and support their f = because they 
officers, the Police ff eive. Being accustomed to t gx out of the small 
i lansshoabl e officers cannot give up th take bribes while low 
rships. As perso rive up that habit when the ": 
they cannot ¢ As persons giving bribe : y are promoted 
eH omplain against th bes are liable to punishmen 
seated thik ta aed e extortions of polic hs ishment, 
thould make arrangement Po er to put an end to corr eo oe, tee 
sa taldlen aha Ben nts for the supply of provisions —_ Government 
irs price, and appoint detectives to eon eae cflicers, as 
07. Phe Ben atch over police 
aya, of the 2nd M : 
The Tenancy Bi arch, says th : 
al ste waver the Tenenas Bill yas objects with Samay 
ined by the Bill as modified the legato Counc in 1883. will not be oe 
made the e Select Committ , will not be . 
byt accrual it Committee, - = 
pein of a holding on pancy right race a chy ” . cased 
word estate into vill e years in the sa ccupation 
emindars to age, the Select C me réilage. By chang! 
f prevent t ommittee h sy Changin 
“4 village ra ay A slag of that right [ y sae P possible for “ 
en that the maxi ore the completion of th neferring the tenant 
oe made by the re rate of rent should be Fs eure years. The 
00d us to the ryots, It j elect Committee for xed by law; but the 
pi grains willbe t is provided that the i enhancement would be 
" cause of enhancement. The Select Cc in the price of 
provision of fixing the elect Committee have done 
maximum rate of rent at one- 


t 
at peters. This 
0 
at the tender mercy of the zeminda 
ars. 


The same 
paper wishes a long lifeto Lord Ripon. He has laid 
ol as lal 


Lord R pon, 
the people of India under un immense debt of 


Enelang 
es ees His J, — endless ti 7 
¢ hands of Brie ys has. declared frat God os oe ee. 2 
or the interests of the English pa are Fe 

n, and that every 
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Englishman should try to the utmost of his power to raise the condition of 
the people of India. His speech will be regarded in a very unfavourable 
light by many Anglo-Indians. They will regard him as foolish—ag , 
madman, who can think that Englishmen would come to India not fo 
making money, not for exercising powers, but for raising the condition of 
the people of India, and for allowing them to speak in atone of equalit 
in their presence. . The number of those who think in this way is not very 
small in India. | 

109. The same paper complains that cases of theft have multiplied to q 
very great extent in the vicinity of Serampore 
owing to the worthlessness and negligence 
of the police authorities. The constables go their round once at 1] o, 
at 12 in the night, and then quietly sleepin some nook or corner of the 
village, while the people have to constantly watch their property. A large 
number of men have settled in the neighbourhood of the mills. When 
they have no employment they take to theft, and the rumour is that as they 
are the countrymen of the constables these do not molest them. 

The police authorities ought to make an enquiry in this matter. The 
Arms Act has also a great deal to do with the prevalence of dacoities; as it 
has deprived the people of their arms, they cannot defend their life and 
property against the armed gang of plunderers who come at night. The 
Government has taken into its own hands the responsibility of guarding 
the lives and properties of the people. But the people are in constant 
dread of the dacoits. 

110. The same paper is glad to hear that Mr. Edgar will officiate as 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal when 
Mr. Macaulay goes on furlough. 
lll. The same paper is sorry to hear that Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee, 
Barrister-at-Law, has proposed to increase the 
fee for the B. L. examination. The Syndi- 
cate may agree to the proposal, but the Senate and the public will never 
agree to it. 


112.. The same paper is sorry to hear that Mr. Cotton is going on 
leave. Mr. Cotton is an ornament of the 
Civil Service. India would have assumed 
a’ different aspect had there been many Cottons in the India Civil | 
ervice. 


113. The same paper thinks that the amla of the mofussil courts 
will fare better from this time, as Mr. Beames 
has been appointed to the Commission t 
enquire into the question of their remuneration. Mr. Broughton knows much 
on the subject, and it is his exertions that have brought about the appoint- 


ment of this Commission. It would be well to appoint him President of the 
Commission: 


114, The same paper hears a report that Mr. Baker was severely beaten 
Mr. Baker by a native youth at Tarakesvara on the 
; occasion of the Sivaratri festival. The 
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writer cannot vouch for the truth of this report; but it does not appear to 
very strange. Mr, Baker is very young and he should not have been €n- 
trusted with responsible duties. He has several times given proofs of his 
worthlessness. He would have been dismissed by this time had he no 
been the son of a big father. 


115. The same paper is glad to notice that some of the native 


Famine elif and the native . theatres are inspired with the best of one 
eatres. viz., that of giving one night’s income for 
benefit of the sufferers from famine in Burdwan. One of them iavi 
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eatre on the benefit night; but His Lord- 
Dufferin to be bape agigenr to the lenieagih-Clotetite first. The 
ip has told the i : aad why it should be so. His Lordship condescends 
yeti “theatres and circuses. If he comes to the theatre 
owded with spectators, and all the fees will be 
gee e-stricken people in Burdwan. 
mth its The ame paper hears that some officers are advising Government 
aatttiodn d to increase the salt duties in order to get an 
rhe proposed increase in the saittax. 5) rooc6 of gooey PP the writer ee 
r rupee on salaries above rupees per mon 
ao age ‘ cael ‘ni to the treasury, while the increase in the 
wit dube, though it will press hard on the poor, will not bring many 
lakhs a year. ike . 
aver complains of the predominance of the official 
ee en ee decent in the he Legislative Council. 
The Bengal Legislative Council. In the division on the subject of the Intro- 
duction of the Putwari Bill, the predominance of this element was painfully 
apparent. The Jieutenant-Governor wants to bring the canoongoes and 
‘itwaris—those leeches that suck the life-blood of both zemindars and 
rrots—directly under the Government. These leeches, if they can obtain 
the support of the Government, will ruin all classes of men interested in 
the management and cultivation of land. 
118. The Navavibhdkar, of the 2nd March, says that never perhaps 
Recertion of Lord Ripon in Eng- Was such a welcome reception accorded to 
ad, any Viceroy of India in England as has been 
accorded to Lord Ripon. 
119. The same paper says thatthe Lieutenant-Governor has been 
The Ljeutenant-Governor and the ODliged to admit that Mr. Beadon has been 
cruelties in the Presidency Jail. cuilty of certain offences. But his tenderness 
towards Englishmen has made him shrink from punishing the Superintendent 
of the Presidency Jail. The Lieutenant-Governor’s advocacy of the cause 
of Mr. Beadon while sitting in judgment upon him is very blame- 
worthy, Such conduct has made him appear before the bar of public 
opinion as guilty of partiality. He will never be able to clear himself 
of that charge. The Lieutenant-Governor has said at the very outset of 
his resolution :—‘* The Lieutenant-Governor is very glad to find that although 
a certain substratum of fact underlies some of these statements, by far 
the greater number of them are either absolutely false or grossly 
fxaggerated.” With reference to back hand-cuffing, the Lieutenant- 
Governor has admitted that Mr. Beadon introduced that illegal system of 
a orture, but has exculpated him by saying that the torture was not so 
omble as has been stated. No just judge would have done so. The 
“ler ig unable to defend the Lieutenant-Governor from the charge of 
partiality which the public is bringing against him. The Lieutenant- 
veroor has been obliged to admit that the torture inflicted b 


| : re upon the prisoner Rattan Dass helped to cause his death. Still 
~ Lieu 


oUt the w 
UN try : 


a he would be punished for it if tried before a competent court. The 
, rondent of the Statesman has told Government to go to court. 

country, too, says so. The Lieutenant-Governor should clear 

lame, The prisoner Sharfat was half dead from the torture 
His Shan the death of Rattan. The Lieutenant-Governor has said :— 
vod, ‘ee at's) arm was swollen and had to be punctured. This seems 
| “en caused by the punishment, but it is not true that he was 


hole country refuses to subscribe to that opinion. The whole 


enant-Governor ‘* acquits Mr. Beadon of any intentional cruelty.” 


is Convinced that Mr. Beadon is responsible for the death of Rattan, 
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half dead, and he has since recovered.” The Lieutenant-Goy 


ernor’ . 
ing is that if the man had died it would have been proved that he Was fat 
dead, but when he has recovered he was not surely half dead. The peopl 

can never respect the decision of the Judge who reasons in this : 
With reference to the charge against Mr. Beadon that whenever prisonen 
are flogged a very high number of stripes is administered, the 
Lieutenant-Governor has said that the highest limit of stripes is 30, and 
the stripes are to be administered on the buttocks. Consequently it is not 
probable that a prisoner was flogged with 200 stripes. Cannot 200 stripes 
asks the writer, be administered upon the buttocks? The charge against 
Mr. Beadon is also not that the 200 stripes were administered at once 
The stripes might have been administered on seven different occasions. The 
food provided for prisoners is very coarse. Owing to the fault of the jail 
officers, it becomes still more nasty. Many persons have seen in many jails 
that some prisoners have to starve completely and others obtain only insuffi. 
cient food. The writer has heard from many prisoners in the Presidency Jail 
that the food given to prisoners is very nasty. He has heard this also 
from a former officer in the Presidency Jail. It has been proved that 
prisoners in the Presidency Jail have been made to work beyond the hours 
fixed in the Jail Code. Sir Rivers Thompson has been obliged to admit 
that Mr. Beadon did not inform the Inspector-General of Jails of his 
breaking the rule in the Jail Code in this manner. It has also been 
proved that the prisoners were not allowed to complain to Mr. Beadon. 
Though the Lieutenant-Governor has been obliged to admit all the offences 
with which Mr. Beadon was charged, he has not punished him. He has 
also exculpated the Inspector-General of Jails on the ground that he is 
in charge of many jails. Had such oppressions been committed in any 
prison in England or the colonies, a great agitation would have been made, 
the subject would have been discussed in Parliament, and the Viceroy and 
the Lieutenant-Governor would have run no small risk. Such oppressions 
are tolerated only in India. Sir Kivers Thompson has pleaded very well 
in order to save Mr. Beadon. After admitting all the offences of 
Mr. Beadon he has said :—*“ Here is an officer who in the discharge of an 
onerous and responsible duty has acted, it may be admitted, upon the | 
extreme views of a disciplinarian. But the health of the prisoners has not 
suffered under his administration. There has been no increase of mortality. 
Discipline has improved, &c., &c.” The Lieutenant-Governor seems to be of 
opinion that if one or two prisoners die from the effects of torture it cannot 
be said that the mortality has increased, and such torture may be allowed if it 
has the effect of preventing unruliness on the part of other prisoners. Sir 
Rivers Thompson has himself admitted that the offences of Mr. Beadon are 
“ grave and serious.” Nor has he been able to deny that grave punishment 
should be awarded for such grave offences. That he bas not done so is due to 
the fault of the press. The press charged Mr. Beadon with graver offences 
than have been proved by the enquiries of the Jail Commission. For this 
reason the Lieutenant-Governor has not punished Mr. Beadon. Had Mr. 
Beadon been charged only with the offences which have been proved the 
Lieutenant-Governor would have punished him. This is truly justice. Had 
the Lieutenant-Governor been a judge he would have surely decided that the 
charge of grievous hurt cannot stand in the case of a person who has been 
charged with murder and that the charge of cheating cannot stand in the case 
of a person who has been charged with forgery. Mr. Harris, the Joint-Mag 
trate of Dacca, would be a fit successor of Sir Rivers Thompson. Indeee 
Mr. Beadon has been clearly proved guilty of all the offences, aud he woul 

have been severely punished in any other country. Itis a great proof of the 
forbearance of the Lieutenant-Governor that he has not increaeed the sala7 


(om) 


‘ng to his anger with the press. The writer is sorry at 

of Mr. ae, Goveriat’s rb but he is not surprised at it. 
the — The same paper says that rents have been arbitrarily enhanced in 
ith every khas mehal. Government has long 
exbancement of rent in the khes been in possession of a mehal in Durbhunga. 
subals in Dorbbang®. Up to 1872, when the Government stud in 
lace was abolished, the mehal was under the successive superintendents 
. stud. Up to that time the ryots had to cultivate oat for the horses 
. fourth of the whole quantity of land and supply the oat thus culti- 
in “ye Government at a fixed price. Since 1872, Government has tried 
“ee hance rent in the mehal. In 1876 the rent was enhanced, but as due 
ow of the enhancement had not been given, Government was defeated. 
tn 1881, rent was enhanced by four times in the mehal. The poor ryots 
stituted suits in the Munsiff’s Court. The Munsiff decided in their favour, 
but his decision was reversed by the dudge of Patna, ‘The ryots appealed to 
the High Court. Justices Mitter and Trevelyan have reversed the decision 
of the Judge of Patna, but have not given a final decision in the case. 
Government is saying that the superintendent forcibly enhanced rent in 
1857, and consequently Government can enhance rent again. The Judges 
of the High Court have said that if Government can prove that rent was 
enhanced in 1857 they will see if Government can enhance rent. The 
writer knows that Government will not easily give up its point. Govern- 
ment is itself admitting that one of its high officers forcibly compelled 600 
ignorant ryots to sign an English deed for enhancing rent in the mehal. 
Had any private menern os so, and admitted it in court, would not have 

overnment trauspor im! | 
; 121. The aa paper says that the arguments by which Mr. Cotton has 
proved the fault of the Enquiry Commission 
htt the ree are irrefutable. Mr. Cotton has clearly 
cia tad shown that the Municipal Commissioners have 
effected extraordinary improvements during the last eight years. But Sir 
Rivers Thompson, who is the leader of the Payne and Cunningham Com- 
pany, will not be convinced by these arguments. He is biassed against the 
Municipality. The writer clearly sees that he will shew that his pretensions 
about being in favour ofthe system of self-government are false and will 
displease the whole country by again attacking the chief self-government 

assembly in the province. 

122. The same paper says that the Cunningham Company have all 
along pretended that they are anxious on 
: account of the poor inhabitants of the town. 
The Lieutenant-Governor too pretended to appoint the Enquiry Commis- 
sion owing to his desire to benefit them. Yet the evidence of native 
witnesses as to the state of the native quarter formerly and at present was not 
taken by the Commission, but only a few Anglo-Indians who are hostile to 
the system of self-government were examined. So much for the love of 
justice of Mr. Beverley. Mr. Cotton’s proposal regarding the examination of 
wie witnesses was rejected by Mr. Beverley and Dr. Lidderdale. This 
. og to the public the feelings of the Commission. But the writer is 
; ts that nothing will make Sir Rivers Thompson change his adverse 
gg If the Lieutenant-Governor means to shew respect:to justice and 
a Lon the scandal which is already sufficient, he-should-not pro- 

123. The same paper says that the bringing of every English soldier 

Natives and Eurasians inthe Army, 9 . India costs £100. If Eurasians and 
hee natives are appointed as soldiers this waste 
y may be prevented. Government will not have also to pay such 
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a high salary to Eurasian and native soldiers as to English soldiers, ‘Ty, 
writer hopes that Eurasians who wish to benefit their race will] urge thei, 
claims as well as those of other Indians upon Government. Bs 
124. The same paper says that the St. James’s Gazette has tried to prov 
a ee by aconversation between Lord Randol " 
eee, -Hngtishmen’s desire for ® Churchill and Holkar which is purely ima ri 
nary that the native princes are all disaffected 
and that they are ready to rebel upon the arrival of a favourable opportunity 
The editor does not believe that an English editor does not see that dis 
leasing the Indian princes and people at a time when the English are 
eer with dangers on all sides may be attended with very serious results 
The editor believes that the S¢. James's Gazette and its followers wil] * 
glad if a rebellion breaks out in India. There are such men among Anglo. 
Indians also. Lord Dufferin should check these men. Otherwise the 
peace of the country may be disturbed some day or other. 


125. . The same paper says that like Burdwan, Bankoora, Beerbhoom 
and Mooorshedabad also are suffering from dis- 
lia, Beerbhoom tress, The distress will be more severe two or 
three months afterwards. The Magistrates of 
these districts should ask help from the public like Mr. Coxhead. The public 
too should subscribe money for the relief of the distress. Government 
should open relief works in these places as in Burdwan. Lord Lytton spent 
the proceeds of the license-tax, which was imposed upon the distinct under- 
standing that the proceeds thereof would be spent upon the relief of distress 
in the country, upon the Afghan War. Lord Ripon spent the proceeds of 
that tax partly upon the liquidation of debts and partly upon the construc- 
tion of public works calculated to prevent famines. The people will be 
greatly benefited if Government spends money upon relief works. 


126. The same paper says that it is probable that the Rent Bill will 
be discussed in Parliament. Every one here, 
the zemindars, the middlemen, the ryots, 
are objecting to the Bill. Under these circumstances Government should 
not pass it into law merely to maintain its point. 


127. The same paper says that the able Deputy Inspector of Schools, 
Dacca, Baboo Tarak Nath Sen, should be 
appointed Assistant Inspector of Schools in 
the place of Baboo Dina Nath Sen, who it is rumoured will be appointed 
Inspector of Schools, Chittagong. 


128. The Som Prakash, of the 2nd March, learns that a meeting was 
held in Kishnagore for the establishment of 
a Native Defence Association. The writer 
says that efforts should be made to increase the influence of natives by 
holding such meetings, all over the country. The number of Europeans in 
India is increasing more and more day by day. Owing to the conflicting 
interests of many races the administration of India is becoming more and 
more complex. Consequently the race which will make no effort for 
protecting its interests now will be a great loser. Defence Associations 
should be established in different places and u Central Association should 
be established in Calcutta. The money which Baboo Surendro Nath 
Banerjea is collecting for the National Fund should be the capitai of these 
Defence Associations. 


129. The same paper, referring to Government’s grant of Rs. 20,000 

| for the relief of the distress in Burdwan, says 

ligne tn Burtoy te relief of that it is really glad at this good action of 
Sir Rivers Thompson. 


The Rent Bill. 


Baboo Tarak Nata Sen. 


Native Defunce Associations, 
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me paper says that the European Superintendent of the 
130. The i . — icidee that is being constructed in Hooghly 
Maltreatment Of8 Catendent of the grossly abused a respectable native, threw 


ov eonghly bride. him violently down by pushing him by the 


im on the face. } 

nett “3 per paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor has tried his 
se best to save Mr. Beadon. The writer is 
nie Lientenant-Governor and the surprised and grieved at Mr. Beadon’s escape 
sruiltiss in the Presidency Jail. with a light censure ." sero a “a 
It is true that all the charges against Mr. Beadon in the 
ae not been clearly proved. But it could not be expected that 
they would be proved by such an enquiry. Yet the offeaces that have been 
af are not insignificant. The publication of the news of such 
oppressions in free England or America would have been attended with great 
seitation and serious results, But asin Bengal the ruler can do what he 
leases, Mr. Beadon has escaped with a light censure. Is a light censure 
7 adequate punishment for him’ who introduced the system of back hand- 
enffing in defiance of the Jail Code, whose heart was not touched by the cries 
of avony of the prisoners, who was not grieved in the least upon seeing the 
utmost wretchedness of humanity, and who turned a deaf ear to the tales 
of distress of the prisoners? A ruler of the type of Sir Rivers Thompson. 
may think this an adequate punishment for the offences of Mr. Beadon, but 
the people donot. ‘Lhe writer does not think that the Lieutenant-Governor. 
has preserved the dignity of his office in severely condemning the Statesman., 
Many oppressions have been brought to light owing to the letters in the 
Statesman. Censure instead of thanks for such a service is to be expected 
only from a civilian ruler. The correspondent of the Statesman has under- 
taken to prove the charges preferred by him ina lawcourt. The writer 
clearly sees that if Government does not allow him an opportunity to do 

so, no one will have any doubt about Mr. Beadon’s guilt. 

132. The same paper says that the day on which Jord Dufferin 
declared that he would water the trees 
planted by his predecessors, and that he would 
try to develop the system of self-government, all fears in the Editor’s mind 
were dispelled and confidence was awakened. His Excellency’s protest against 


Lord Dufferin, 


the saddling of India with the charges of the Indian contingent that is being. 


sent to Egypt has shewn that Lord Dufferin is sincere, and the loss which 


India has suffered by the departure of Lord Ripon will be compensated for 


by Lord Dufferin. The writer does not think that His Excellency’s protest 
will be of any avail, but he has entitled bimself to the gratitude of 


lodia by that action. The writer hopes that he may always be able to 


praise Lord Dufferin for his acts. 
133, The same paper sees many defects in the Rent Bill as amended 
The Rent Bill by the Select Committee... The Bill is 
characterized by partiality, nor will the 
Purpose for which the Bill has been prepared be served by it. It will 
y lead to the increase of litigation and to the expenditure of money on 
tl * of both zemindars and ryots. Almost the whole of the Bill is 
». Provisions for the fixing and protection of the rights of the ryot, 
ae or the improvement of his condition. This clearly proves that the 
. jority of the members of the Council are in favour of the ryot. The 
oth, > Jot contain any provision for facilitating the realization of rent 
3 1 emindar, Had the Select Committee provided for a summary trial 
€ browns puis) Zemindars would have been in some degree benefited. 
a Poriion for the distraint of crops for facilitating the realization of 
Prove of no use. Zemindars will not be able to do anything 
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independently. The registration of tenures, which has been pro : 

be na sostlpe Government should make such a law . on beak 
both ryots and zemindars. In order that such a law may be made 
Government should first ascertain the quality of the different lands jz 
Bengal and Behar, and the income that can be derived from each of these 
and after calculating the expenses of cultivation and fixing the profit of 
the zemindar, the ryot, and Government fix a rate of rent. It should be 
ruled that all classes of ryots will have to pay the same rate of rent and 
that he who will charge a higher rate will be punished. It should also be 
ruled that the ryot who will not pay rent in due time will lose the privilege 


of a fixed rate of rent. Such a law would prove beneficial both to ryots and 
to zemindars. 


134. The same paper says that those who are in favour of the 
government of India by brute force and who 
are anxious only about the protection of their 
selfish interests may learn much from Lord Ripon’s speech in Leeds, in which 
he has given signal proof of his noble-heartedness and far-sightedness, 
Generous treatment and impartiality are the fundamental principles which 
should be observed in the administration of India if the English Govern- 
ment wants to attach Indians to it. History clearly shews that England 
did not conquer India solely by her prowess. The establishment of 
British rule in India is mainly due to the assistance rendered by the Indians, 
The English Government is bound in duty to treat in a generous manner those 
who have delivered their country to it. India enjoys peace and tranquility, 
and her condition has been considerably improved under British rule. 
For this reason Indians have always been partial to British rule. The 
English Government should generously treat those who are so loyal to 
it. 


The principles of British rule. 


135. The same paper says that whenever the Lieutenant-Governor 

The tours of the Lieutenant-Gover- Sets out on a tour, it hopes that he will benefit 
BOr GOS Che state af The puovines, the province by inspecting its state, but 
it is always disappointed. To conclude from the use of cheap umbrellas 
by a few cultivators that the ryots have become well-to-do is very mischiev- 
ous. That the cultivators are not well-to-do is proved by the occurence of 
famine upon the failure of crops for a single year. Because the rulers 
know nothing of the internal state of the country, and do not take 
sufficient trouble to know it, they are surprised by the distress in the province. 
The ryots are not so well-to-do as the officials suppose themto be. The 


ryots not only suffer from scarcity of food, but also in many villages from 
that of water. 


186. The Ranaghat correspondent of the same paper says that the 
Election of the Chairman and the state of the Ranaghat Municipality 1s becom- 
ee of sthe Ranaghat Muni- ing worse and worse day by day. No business 
— but the collection of taxes is done. The corres 
pondent approves of the election of Babu Surendro Nath Pal Chowdry, who 
isa man of education and liberal views, and who is also a zemindar of that 
lace, as Chairman, but does not approve of the election of Babu Kam Gopal 
unsi, who though an able man is not a resident of that place, as Vice 
Chairman. It would have been better if either Babu Juggesvar Ghose o 
Babu Rakhal Chunder Mullick had been elect Vice-Chairman. 


137. The Surabhi, of the 8rd March, says that every Bengali should 

ay ucetinge for giving thanks to be grateful to Mr. Cotton for his warmly 

eney espousing the cause of the rate-payers © 

Calcutta, The writer is glad that the people of Calcutta intend to hold 
meetings in different places for. giving him thanks. 
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er says that it is a very hopeful sign that Lords 
pe agg d Northbrook, Derby, ty Kimberley and 
ea: Sir Vernon Harcourt completely approved of 
ie adopted by Lord Ripon in the government of India. Lord North- 
the policy arr Lord Ripon’s policy was fully approved by the Liberal party. 
brook ai the number of Englishmen favourable to Lord Ripon’s policy 
es on the better will India be governed. 
39, The same paper says that from the day on which the Anglo- 
Indian Defence Association was established 
it has become necessary to establish a native 


The Liberai Ministers and = Lor 


A native Defence Association. 


wa “Phe same paper says that there can be no objection to the 


showing of honour to Sir James Fergusson 
on the eve of his departure by his intimate 
riends But if the general public of Bombay shew honour to him, their 
enthusiasm for Lord Ripon will have no weight. ue 

141. The same paper says that so long as all persons in the country 

rich Bengalis and the Licutesant- GO not know their duty, and so long as they 
Governor. do not pay regard to the welfare of the 
country, it will not improve. Probably there was never before a Governor 
so hostile to natives as Sir Rivers Thompson. Still rich Bengalis are eager 
to entertain him in their houses. 

142. Thesame paper learns from a reliable source that the inhabitants 
of Champatollah, Dighira, Ansara Banamali- 
pore, Jujur, Ijatpore, Basantapore, Palasdanga, 
Chaltakonda, Bhoorkura and Bheetgayer under Jaypore outpost in the 
Bishnupore subdivision are now suffering from scarcity of food owing to 
either total failure of crops or bad harvest during the last four years. 
Unable to find any work, the labourers of those villages have abandoned 
their wives and children and gone elsewhere. Crops have grown well in 
many places of the subdivision, but here and there in two, three, four 
or more villages crops have not at all been grown. These villages certainly 
require relief even though crops have grown well in the majority of villages 
in the subdivision. The Deputy Magistrate of Bishnupore will do well 
to enquire about the distress. 

143. The same paper says that in the last issue of the India Gazette 
_lmingements for the convenience of @ Correspondence has becn published regarding 

rea the arrangements that have been made for the 
— of railway passengers. It has been stated that arrangements have 
; o - % for facilitating the purchase of tickets by passengers. This is not 
ets nd creamements for the purchase of tickets by third class passengers 
ations rah station are not convenient for the passengers. In some 
aad - there is a crowd, women pay men 1 or even 2 rupees for pur- 

= whe sah them. It is not also true that good arrangements have 
hewn to + 1€ supply of drinking water to passengers. Partiality is also 
peans in the supply of water. Filtered water is supplied to 


uropeans . : . ° 7 ° 
sl, alone. 1t is not also true that a special compartment is assigned in 


Reception of Sir James Fergusson. 


Distress in Bishenpore. 


ety trai . : 
wide rs for native women. _ In most trains no such accmmodation is pro- 
the has ied respectable native woman wants to have such accommodation, 


: O request the station-master for that purpose. The station- 
Mast 
aged praade €lve such accommodation in some il With reference 
ell rsd! made by Government for water-closets in third class 
Swat hee ral way authorities have said that it will be very difficult to carry 
ates “ oo te passengers will make the carriages unhealthy by 
aaa HE hes r-closets very dirty. The writer says that there will be no 
ea ‘or such unhealthiness if a larger number of mehters and 


& 
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bhistees are employed in every station. The arrangements for muking the 
trains stop for a longer time than at present at the stations in which there 
are latrines will not at all conduce to the convenience of the Passengers, 
If the Railway Companies grudge to spend money for the convenience of the 
passengers nothing can be done. The railway authorities should Consider 
that the majority of the passengers are natives, and that the majori 

of the native passengers travel in the third class. It being go, the 


Railway Companies should make arrangements for the convenience of these 


passengers. 

144. The same paper says that Mr. Walker wants to convince the 
world that he has prosecuted Laluram Panda 
with the object of protecting the freedom and 
rights of individuals. The Defence Association has begun to oppress natives 
under the pretext of protecting the interests of Englishmen. The Jay | 
also is so elastic that a person can be harassed by twisting it any way one 

leases. Owing to the Defence Association and the elasticity of the law 

aluram has been ruined. Had he been tried in Purneah instead of 
being tried before Mr. Brett, he would have rotted in jail. Natives 
are now really in a very perilous situation. There is now not only a fight 
with law, but also a fight between Englishmen and natives. This fight jg 
more terrible than a bloody war. Is there no means of natives being 
saved from this danger? 

i45. A correspondent of the same paper says that the newspapers are 

Newspapers and the Lieutenant. eager to pick out holes in the conduct of Sir 
Governor. Rivers Thompson, and are blind to his merits, 
He does not object to the endeavour which is being made by many Editors to 
remove him from the country. Whatever may be the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
faults he cannot be blamed as being indifferent to the distress in the 
province. The Lieutenant-Governor replied by telegraph to the telegrams — 
about the distress sent to him by the Editor of the Sanjivant and the 
Indian Association and after that he himself went to Beerbhoom to enquire 
about the distress. He has granted Rs. 20,000 for the relief of the distress. 
Besides that he has paid Rs. 500 from his own pocket. 

146. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 8rd March, says that in Burdwan 
paddy is the only staple crop. If the paddy 
crop fails, the cultivator is ruined, and his 
ruin involves that of the petty talukdar, and of all the petty traders in his 
village. Under these circumstances steps should be taken both by the 
Government and the zemindars to prevent. the failure of the crop. And 
the best means of doing this is by excavating or re-excavating tanks and 
canals for the purpose of irrigation. It will give occupation to the sufferers 
of the present moment, and go a great way to prevent famines in the 
uture. . ; 

If Government wants to relieve the cultivators, it should make tuccavi 
advances. All respectable cultivators agree in saying that they are quite ready 
to accept loans on any terms in order that they may live till the next harvest. 

The poorer classes should not be compelled to go to a great distance 
leaving their familics behind in order to cbtain same occupation. Jf the 
Government is anxious to relieve these poor men it should provide them 
with work near at hand, and the best way of doing that would be to allot 
a large sum from the Road Cess Funds for the improvement of village roads. 

Ihe writer also thinks that the rules for admission into the anna 
chhattras established by Government should be relaxed a little. 

147. Tie same paper thinks that the increase of drunkenness = 
Bengal is to be attributed to the contact wil 
the English nation and to the temptations 


The Defence Association. 
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t. As an instance of this it has been shown that the 
offered bY ae pose to the habit of drinking, and that drunken- 
ge ‘acreased more in the vicinities of cities than in villages. The 
Age ees with Baboo Krisnavihari Sen, when he says that English 
ation BY making men indifferent to religion has increased drunkenness 


,mongst the educated classes, 


148, The same paper 1s glad to find that the non-official members svrpway Sansrvam. 
ofthe Bengal Legislative Council, though in Marck 3rd, 1885. 


ape Potwari Bill a minority, showed a bold front in opposing 
patwari Bill. The Bill is calculated to do good neither to the zemindar 
of the ryot. Government does not understand this, because it does not 
wooing the real state of things in the mofussil, The writer is 
ey lad to find that Lala Banvihari Kapur had the courage to oppose 
» Favourite measure of Government on the very first day he joined the 


Council. 


Purana Gram in Bud-Bud gives the result of 

Fimive in Bud-Bud. a house-to-house enquiry made by him. 
There are 400 families in the village. The population is estimated at 1,000. 
Mussulmans form the bulk of the population. But neither these Mussulmans 
nor the high caste Hindus consent to take rice in a public annachhattra. 
They think it beneath their dignity to resort to such places. They have 
represented this matter to the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the relief 


works, 


149, The special famine correspondent of the same paper writing from Bunowas Saxsivast. 


150. A correspondent writing to the same paper complains of the Bunowas Sansrvast. 


ravages committed by wild boars and wolves 
at Balishai, in the Contai sub-division of the 
Midnapore district. Sixteen persons have recently fallen victims to the bites 
of rabid jackals in that place. 


151. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 3rd March, is glad that through 
the good offices of Lord Dufferin India will 


not have to bear the cost of the Indian 
Contingent serving in the Soudan. 


152. The Urdu Guide, of the 4th March, is glad that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has appointed Syud Amir Hossein 
as Presidency Magistrate in the place of 
Baboo Biharilal Gupta. The Editor considers this a just action. 


Tie wild beasts at Balishai in Contai. 


The cost of the Indian contingent. 
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1353. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 4th March, says that the Central ,__,, Deatinaan 


ee Asian question will not be settled, without 

| costing a war, and in the case of war the 
seniana are sure to be worsted. The British Government will of -course 
rag all its powers in the impending war. But what are the duties of 
. natives at this juncture ? The native Princes have derived the greatest 
ae from English rule, and they should be always ready, whether 
Bich : not, to lend their services to their benefactors. The people of 
_ sy too should be prepared to help the English even with their 
hey should all without distinction of race, colour, or creed enrol 

“ives In the volunteer corps. They should instantly apply for permission 


— volunteers and to learn the art of fighting. 


of t _ so powerful that it will soon take the position 
the Government. of India. The exertions of the Association A, cases 


ike thos Rie 
— of Laluram Pandsy confirm this impression. Unless that Asso- 


Can be done away with, it. will do a great mischief. Bengalis 


March 4th, 1885- 


The Samodd Purnachandrodaya, of the 4th March, says that the p,..2¢"yt° 
The Defence Association, Defence Association is gradually becoming 
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therefore should try their best to bring about the abolition of this Associa. 
tion. 
155. The Bangabdst, of the 7th March, says that the Pioneer th 
organ of the Government, pooh-poohs the 
idea of a famine in Bankura. But, says the 
writer, the state of things is really deplorable in that district and men have 
actually died of starvation. The opening of annachhatras has become 
absolutely necessary. 


156. Anent the appearance of seditious placards in every station 
of the East Indian Railway, the same papel 
remarks that the spies of the Mahdi, even if the 
have come to India, will not be able to shake the loyalty of the Mahomedan 
population. Government should do its best to see that Englishmen do not 
show their ill-feeling towards Mahomedans. The writer thinks that the 
placards are posted not by the Mahomedans but by their enemies. 


157. The same paper thanks Sir Rivers Thompson for bringing about 
the removal of Mr. Beames from Burdwan, 
He has been appointed to a Commission to 
enquire into the question of the remuneration of the amla of the mofyssj] | 
courts. It is very well to have him transferred from the famine districts, 
Sir Rivers has in this matter indirectly taken the advice of the native press, 
The writer thinks that Mr. Larminie, who has an intimate knowledge of 
Burdwan, should be appointed the Commissioner of Burdwan during the 
time of the distress. 


158. The same paper says that Mr. Lethbridge considers the establish- 
ment of the Statutory Civil Service as a_ great 
service done to India by Lord Lytton. The 
writer does not understand how the establishment of that service has in 
any way benefited the people of India. 


159. Baboo Krishna Chandra Banerji, the special famine correspond- 
ent of the same paper, says that the famine 
is gradually assuming gigantic proportions in 
Beerbhoom. People will soon die of starvation. But the district authorities 
are perfectly indifferent to this terrible state of things. Sir Rivers Thompson 
visited Beerbhoom before the autumn holidays, when there was a great 
apprehension of famine. The writer does not understand what enquiries His 
Honor made in the matter, but he is sure that those enquiries were not properly 
conducted. The writer was there for five daysonly. But the result of his 
enquiries during this short time has inspired him with great apprehensions. 
People have grown lean and miserable for want of food. ‘hey are 
gradually losing their vital powers. Unless arrangements are made ‘for 
granting speedy relief, people will have to hear of deaths from starvation. 
The writer appeals to the Lieutenant-Governor and the Collector of Beer- 
bhoom to bestir themselves in this matter, which concerns the life and death 
of the people placed under their charge. 

In the year 1289 the yield of the fields in Nime, and in the neighbour- — 
ing villages was two annas, and in the year 1290 it was eight annas. ‘The 
yield is almost nothing this year. The distress of the lower and the middle 
class people has commenced from July last. Lakuri Dom's wife at 
Rameswar Dom have died of starvation. The writer gives a list of those 
who are in great want. Baboo Akil Chandra Mandal applied in the month | 
of Kartic to the Magistrate of the district for taccavi advances to the 
extent of Rs. 2,000 on the security of real property valued at Rs. 7,000, 
enable him to excavate tanks for irrigation and for drinking purpose 
But he has not received the money yet. 
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Samedd Bahikd, of the 12th February, is glad to find 

that the active export of rice from the Bala- 

sore port has brought large sums of money 

within the reach of those well-to-do cultivators who had good stores of 
“1 thei ries. 

paddy A a rer paper finds fault with the constitution of the Unriya 

_ School Text-book Sub-Committee, which was 

The Uriyé Se established at ioe Pn Ras cen ago 

rg of Government. It is of opinion that officers belonging to 
rag oe Department, who are hesina to be interested in the use 
sale of vernacular school books in Orissa, should not be allowed to sit 
; the Sub-Committee. It further remarks that only men of unbiassed 
odgment and good scholarship should have been appointed as members 
if the Sub-Committee. 

163. In another article of the same paper occurs anaccount of the 
proceedings of that sitting of the Balasore 
Municipality, in which the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman for that Municipality were elected. It remarks that the 
Municipal Commissioners elected the best men available among them, and 
their action has met with general approbation. 

163. The publication of an article, defending the action of the edu- 
cational officers in Orissa, regarding the 
selection and use of vernacular school-books 
in that province, in the Shekhyabundhu, a small monthly magazine, intended 
for Uriva-knowing teachers of schools, has called forth severe comments 
in the columns of the Sémvdd Bahiké and the Utkal Dipiké, which have 
assumed an attitude of opposition to the Education Department in Orissa. 

164. Referring to the resolution of Government on the “ appointments 
to the Subordinate Executive Service,” the 


Utkul Dipikd, of the 14th February, remarks 
that since Government want to fill the vacancies in the higher grades of 
the Subordinate Executive Service by taking into consideration other 
things besides success of the candidates in the competitive examination 
instituted for the purpose, it would be a great encouragement to the 
natives of Orissa, which is decidedly a backward province, if some of them 
were exempted from the above examination and appointed to posts in 
that service on the grounds of general fitness, intelligence, and office 
experience, 


163. The Utkal Darpan, of the 17th February, is greatly dissatisfied 


with the proceedings of the Irrigation Com- 


ane _ _ mission that sat at Cuttack a few weeks ago. 
nits opinion the Commission should have remained in Orissa for a longer 
period and examined witnesses from the oppressed parts of that province 
with greater. care. 


166. After giving a short account of the proceedings of the first meet- 


The Cuttack Municipality. ing of the elective Municipality of Cuttack, 


th 
make the following remarks ci iri Be 20m February, goes on to 


: et eudministration of a fund, amounting to nearly Rs. 80,000, may, at 
generally « / ; appear to be a small affair, and not worth the attention that is 
: a to its but the practical applicability of the principle of local 
of those be pbs ast in the matter has commended it to the notice 
COnstitut; o Want to see their countrymen trained up in the art of 

lonal government.” It then approves of the nominations to 


C post \h a} oe. 2 
en . Chairman and Vice-Chairman made by the Municipal 


160. The 


Export of rice from Balasore. 
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167, In another colamn 7 the — paper _— o following lines.-— 
‘Our contemporaries of the Utkal Da 
The Police Superintendent, Balasore: = the Samodd Bdhikd have reported fm ther 
columns that the Police Superintendent of Balasore unlawfully interfered with 
a Brahmo Sankirtan party, which had obtained his written Permission .to 
proceed through the public streets of that town. This has greatly dis. 
couraged and offended the Brahmo community of Balasore. We hope this 
will not escape the notice of our Commissioner Mr. Metcalfe, whom we 
regard to constitute an official enquiry into the subject.” 
168. In an article on travel, the same paper advises the young Raja 
sis tik ob Wii of Dhenkanal to proceed on a tour to the 
ee ee oceccey United Kingdom and Europe. As the Raia 
will complete the period of his minority after a year or two, the paper thinks 
that this is the best time for him to complete his education by a travel in 
foreign countries. The cost of the proposed journey not being very large, 
it hopes that the guardians of the Raja and the authorities under whom they 
work willagree to the proposal. 
169. Thesame paper regrets that the Indian Government has reduced 
The salute of the Maharajah of the salute of 21 guns to 19, generally offered 
Travancore. to the Maharajah of Travancore, It, however, 
hopes that the Supreme Government will find out their mistake, and hesitate 
to offend an important Chief residing under the British Protectorate. 
170. Inanother paragraph the same paper urges the Mahomedans of 
reer ee Orissa to shake off their long-standing super- 
ee stitions, and at once to avail themselves of the 
advantages of a liberal and enlightened education, imparted in English 
schools and colleges. 
171. The same paper regrets to learn that the Madras Government 
The Madras Government and the id not choose to be guided by the results of 
nny Siem Service eneninaiton. the Statutory Civil Service examination in 
the selection of candidates for appointment to vacancies that occurred in 
the Civil Service of that province, The paper thinks that the reported 
action of the Madras Government, if true, was. grossly unjust. 
172. The same paper advises His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
aa ea ee Bengal not to listen to the representations 
| of those of the Behar officers, who want 
revive the use of the Urdu language in the public courts of that province. The 
paper thinks that the use of the Kaithi dialect has once for all closed the 


controversy on the subject, and that it would be extremely improper l 
revive the question at so late an hour. 
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